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Spotlight: Empower Youth Success Registration is Now Open! 
 

 
Registration for the Empower Youth Success Conference is now open, and we can't wait to see you. Click on
the icon below to register for the events you would like to attend. 
 
 

Community School's Conference
Wednesday, April 17 & Thursday, April 18
Add Ons
Community Schools 101 Training (April 17)
Site Visits (April 17)
Register Here
 
 
21st Century Conference 
Friday, April 19
Add Ons
School's Out, Make it Count! 2024
Register Here
 
 

 
School's Out, Make it Count!
Friday, April 19 & Saturday, April 20

                                                    Register Here
 
 

https://newyorkstatenetworkforyouthsucces.my.salesforce-sites.com/registration/summit__SummitEventsRegister?instanceID=a1DHs00000Hcl60
https://newyorkstatenetworkforyouthsucces.my.salesforce-sites.com/registration/summit__SummitEventsRegister?instanceID=a1DHs00000Hcl60
https://newyorkstatenetworkforyouthsucces.my.salesforce-sites.com/registration/summit__SummitEventsRegister?instanceID=a1DHs00000Hcl5z
https://newyorkstatenetworkforyouthsucces.my.salesforce-sites.com/registration/summit__SummitEventsRegister?instanceID=a1DHs00000Hcl5z
https://newyorkstatenetworkforyouthsucces.my.salesforce-sites.com/registration/summit__SummitEventsRegister?instanceID=a1DHs00000Hcl5y
https://newyorkstatenetworkforyouthsucces.my.salesforce-sites.com/registration/summit__SummitEventsRegister?instanceID=a1DHs00000Hcl5y
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Check Out This Year's Presenters!
 
Kent McIntosh 
Kent McIntosh, PhD, is the Philip H. Knight Chair of Special Education at the
University of Oregon and Director of Educational and Community Supports, a
research unit in the College of Education. His current research focuses on
implementation and sustainability of school-based interventions, reducing racial
discipline disparities, and integrated academic and behavior support. He is lead author
of 100+ peer-reviewed journal articles, presenter of 50+ keynote addresses, and
principal or co-investigator of over $70+ million in federal grant funding. Kent is Co-
Director of the Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports and facilitator
of the Center’s Equity Workgroup, as well as a founding member of the PBIS-SCP
Canada Network. 
 
 
 
JoAnna Rozier-Johnson
JoAnna Rozier-Johnson is proudly born, raised, educated and
employed in the city of Buffalo, NY. A woman of passion,
purpose, and poise, JoAnna is a leader with a contagious
enthusiasm for learning experiences. She is the Community
Impact Program Director of Education for the United Way of
Buffalo & Erie County, leading programming and coalitions to
effect change in education systems.
 
As the former VP of the Youth Services Department for the
Community Action Organization of Western New York,
Inc., JoAnna trained the Youth Services’ team of 70+ members
to create and implement interactive and enriching afterschool
programming for the 600 students they serve. JoAnna
continues to lead training sessions for small and large groups
as a local, regional, statewide, and national trainer/facilitator. Founder of JoRo Organizing, she also
specializes in professional development, positive youth development, program consulting, administrative
system creation, and file consolidating. 
 
Ruth Turner

Ruth B. Turner is known as a champion of children and families in Rochester, NY, the
place she calls home. As an educator, Ruth has committed herself to the principles of
restorative practices, equity, diversity, and inclusion. Under her administrative
leadership with Rochester City School District (RCSD), she worked to support the
most vulnerable students and was an advocate for all students and families. Ruth has
led the revision of the student code of conduct. She also led the district in adopting
restorative practice initiatives in terms of student discipline as was a key leader of anti-
racism work for the district.
 
For over 15 years, she served the Rochester City School District as a social worker,
director, executive director for student support service, and as the chief for student
support and social emotional learning. Ruth is currently the Deputy Superintendent at
the Rochester City School District.   
 
Jess Johnson 
Jess Johnson is a dynamic, motivational speaker who emphasizes passion and
participation for success and engagement for all participants. When Jess is not
working, she enjoys practicing and teaching yoga, meditation, surfing, hiking,
snowboarding, weightlifting, traveling, and getting lost in nature with her dogs. Jess‘s
passions are a source of inspiration and empowerment for others—they allow her to
be aligned with her higher self and the ability to positively impact and influence others.
She believes that the benefits of living and creating a well-balanced life of health, both
physically and mentally, make for a well-rounded, positive life.
 
 
Dann Deckman-Hadden 
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Dann Deckman-Hadden has been with the YMCA since July 2004. He is passionate
about his work with YMCA youth and their families. Over his 20-year tenue at the
YMCA, he has held several positions that have allowed him to evolve personally and
professionally. Currently, Dann serves as the School-Age Child Care Program
Director. Dann considers it his responsibility and priviledge to instill YMCA's core
values of honesty, caring, respect, and responsibility in the lives of his program's
youth.
 
Check out all the presenter bios HERE.
 
 

Book your Room
Hilton Garden Inn, Troy, NY 
Book your room here or by calling the hotel at 518-272-1700 and
reference group code: NYNYS. The room block will be open until March 17,
2024, or until it fills up.

Accommodations in Troy, NY
Best Western Plus Franklin Square
Courtyard by Marriott – Troy/Waterfront

Find other area Accommodations HERE.
 
     *All participants are responsible for book their own hotel lodging and any associated costs.

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Don't Miss this Opportunity to Learn About Earning Your Training
Credential 

 

 
 
Thinking about Earning Your Training and Technical Assistance Professional Credential? It's time to stop
considering and start achieving!
 
 
The Network for Youth Success is offering a T-TAP training workshop this February.
 
The NYAEYC Training and Technical Assistance Professional Credential (PD Specialist) formally recognizes
the value and specialized knowledge necessary to provide professional development in New York State. This
credential is perfect for individuals providing non-credit bearing in-person group professional development
(such as the New York State School-Age Care Credential or Click2Science Trainings) on general early
childhood and/or school-age content.  

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference-2023/presenter-bio/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/albtygi-hilton-garden-inn-troy/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/albtygi-nynys-f382c846-2b52-421e-aa68-f5f39ab367ac/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotels-in-troy/best-western-plus-franklin-square-inn-troy-albany/propertyCode.33144.html
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/albty-courtyard-albany-troy-waterfront/overview/?scid=9274890b-bcbd-45c2-8aa0-aa10b0defdff&gclid=CjwKCAiAleOeBhBdEiwAfgmXf_dB9Y50Kx_PQNDAA6W1E8XMhI2i-pVhovBDHsB4tqRJjM_WMk4IqRoCF5IQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.google.com/travel/hotels/Troy%2C%20NY?q=google%20search%20for%20hotels%20near%20troy%20ny&g2lb=2502548%2C2503771%2C2503781%2C4258168%2C4270442%2C4284970%2C4291517%2C4306835%2C4429192%2C4515404%2C4597339%2C4723331%2C4731329%2C4757164%2C4778035%2C4814050%2C4821091%2C4861688%2C4864715%2C4874190%2C4886082%2C4886480%2C4893075%2C4902277%2C4905351%2C4906019%2C4926165%2C4926489%2C4931360%2C4936396%2C4937897%2C47061553&hl=en-US&gl=us&ssta=1&ts=CAESCgoCCAMKAggDEAAaIAoCGgASGhIUCgcI5w8QAhgMEgcI5w8QAhgNGAEyAhAAKgkKBToDVVNEGgA&rp=EOLciqjVzffzqQEQjoGVps2-1bdVEJ3yg4LPm9mDmAEQu6OPuc-KzPWbATgBQABIAqIBCFRyb3ksIE5ZmgICCAA&ap=aAE&ictx=1&sa=X&ved=0CAAQ5JsGahcKEwiosuO9svL8AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBA&utm_campaign=sharing&utm_medium=link&utm_source=htls
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
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In this workshop, we will help you navigate the process of becoming a T-TAP PD Specialist.  
 
Over the course of three days, you will learn how to:

Fill out your intent to apply form.
Link your training to the NAEYC and NAA trainer competencies.
Design a training with adult learning theory in mind.

 
More Information on the T-TAP (Including Application Requirements)
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
 
Training Dates (Thursdays): February 1, 8, 15
This is a three-day training.  Participants must attend all three days.
 
Time: 9:00am-12:30pm
Cost:  $375.00
 
Questions? 
Email Erin@NetworkForYouthSuccess.Org
 

REGISTER HERE
 
Registration Closes January 18.

 

Register Now for Afterschool Advocacy Day 2024 
 
 

 
Afterschool Advocacy Day is an opportunity to make the case for afterschool programs across New York.
 
Register to join us in Albany to meet with legislators and to help uplift the importance of afterschool. We hope
to maximize participation from afterschool advocates, including afterschool professionals, families, and youth.
 
Registration closes on Friday, January 19.
 
We hope to see you at the State Capitol on January 30! 
 

https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
mailto:Erin@NetworkForYouthSuccess.Org
mailto:Erin@NetworkForYouthSuccess.Org
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/TOT.html
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Please note: Meeting schedules with legislative offices are created based on Advocacy Day
registration. We kindly ask that you be present for the meetings that you are scheduled to attend. 
 

Want to learn more the basics of afterschool advocacy, how to effectively share your story with decisionmakers, and
how to engage youth and families in advocacy? Check out our Power of 3:00 Afterschool Advocacy Webinar
series here.  

 

New Grant Opportunity: Child Care Capital Program 
 

On December 22, Governor Hochul announced an investment
of $50 million in capital funding to provide grants for the
construction of new child care centers and registered school-
age child care programs or the expansion of existing centers.
This capital funding is available to child care providers,

including school-age child care, through the NYS Child Care Capital Program (CCCP) for expansion capacity.
CCCP will provide reimbursement grants for the design, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
equipment, and other capital assets for existing licensed programs. 
 
Applications are currently open. The deadline to apply is May 22, 2024. 
 
To learn more about this grant opportunity and apply, click here.
 

Four Ways to Support Girls in STEM in 2024  
 
As we look ahead to the possibilities and excitement of 2024, the National Girls Collaborative Project (NGCP)
wants to share four simple ways that you can inspire and uplift girls in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) in the new year. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/afterschool-advocacy-day-2024-tickets-711346274857?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/afterschool-advocacy-day-2024-tickets-711346274857?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhU2YDg4uYsap2bkDJ-uup9bt-37ZC-89&si=I7Bz-fCf_T5daaij
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/grants/capital-program/
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Click here to read the full article.  

 

 

January STEM Activities 
 
Check out these fun STEM Activities to try in your program this month. 

Can Plants Stop Soil Erosion?: Oil erosion can cost the world billions of dollars every year by
washing pollutants into our streams and rivers and by causing the loss of farmland. What can you do
about this problem? Help save the world (and some money!) with nothing more than a few
plants. Intermediate level environmental engineering activity lasting 2-4 weeks.

Build a Jumping Robot: Can you build a robot that hops like a frog? In this engineering project, you
will learn how to build a simple robot that uses the energy stored in a stretched rubber band to jump.
You will use the engineering design process to try to make your robot jump higher and farther. How far
can you make it jump? Intermediate level mechanical engineering activity lasting 2-5 days. 

Gravity: It's What Keeps Us Together: This set of ten easy to understand activities use math to
understand gravity on Earth and in space. The activities are kid-centered (for example, what would I
weigh on Mars) and use math in an integrated format.  

Space Weather Math: These hands-on activities combine an understanding of math with an
understanding of weather and climate. Easy to prep, do, and follow up. 

Beginner's Guide to Aerodynamics: Highly engaging activities for grades 5-8 and 9-12 that
combine math and engineering to create model planes.

 

https://ngcproject.org/resources/4-ways-support-girls-stem-2024
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/EnvEng_p037/environmental-engineering/can-plants-stop-soil-erosion
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Robotics_p047/robotics/rubber-band-jumping-robot
https://www.nasa.gov/stem-content/gravity-its-what-keeps-us-together/
https://science.nasa.gov/learn/heat/resource/space-weather-math/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem-content/beginners-guide-to-aerodynamics/
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Network for Youth Success Events 
 
 

 
Training Opportunities Available for the 2023-2024 school year!
 
Supervision of Children and Youth in Afterschool Programs
(Note: Registration closes 1/11)
 
Learn how to keep the children and youth in your program safe by implementing different supervision tips and
tricks. Explore more about your role as a teacher and how to create a safe environment that allows for safe
and successful supervision.

Presenter: Alysha Branch or Sara Rickan
OCFS Area(s): 3, 4
Location: Virtual-Live, via Zoom
 
Date Available  
 
Thursday, January 25, 2024 
10:00am—12:00pm 
 
Registration Deadline is January 11, 2024
 
Click here to register. 
 
Encouraging Positive Behavior
 
Part of working with children is managing behaviors. This training will help participants identify common
misbehaviors in afterschool programs and how the environment plays a role. Learn techniques to guide
positive behaviors and turn misbehaviors into teachable moments for youth. 
 
Presenter: Alysha Branch or Sara Rickan
OCFS Area(s): 1, 3
Location: Virtual-Live, via Zoom
 
Date Available 
 
Thursday, February 29, 2024
10:00am - 12:00pm 
 
Click here to register. 
 

Jan. 10: Power of 3:00 Webinar, "Meeting with Decisionmakers: Becoming an Effective Advocate"
(12pm)
 
Join this interactive session and explore tactics, tips, and strategies for meeting with decisionmakers. You'll
learn what it takes to be a powerful afterschool advocate when speaking with legislators and their staff. 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/DirectCareTrainings.html
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/DirectCareTrainings.html
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Click here to register. 
 

 
Apr. 17-20: Empower Youth Success Conference 2024 (REGISTRATION IS
OPEN!)

You won't want to miss the Network's Empower Youth Success 2024 conference,
which will tackle the issues that matter most to you and your organization. 

1. The NYS Community Schools Resilience & Equity Conference (April 17 & 18)
2. 21st Century Community Learning Centers Conference (April 19)
3. School's Out, Make it Count (April 19 & 20)

We are excited to announce the conference partners for this year's Empower Youth Success Conference:
SED, Finger Lakes Community Schools, Binghamton University, NYC Technical Assistance Resource Center
(NYC TARC), and Change Impact.
 

 
Sponsor our annual conference

 
We’re seeking sponsorships to make our annual conference possible and to support our work year-round. As a 501(c)3
non-profit organization, we rely on fundraising contributions to make our work possible.
 
Platinum Sponsor - $1,300.00
Gain high-level exposure as a Platinum sponsor by having a presence throughout the conference! Be shown in
sponsored videos and prominently featured in the venue and website.
 
Gold Sponsor - $700.00
A golden opportunity to get recognition for your business by being advertised both digitally and at the event!
 
Silver Sponsor - $375.00
You’re in luck! The silver sponsorship is a great way to get your name out there at the event, while supporting NYSNYS.
 
A LA CARTE SPONSOR OFFERINGS 
 Opportunity to sponsor a la carte opportunities at a flat cost. Does not require sponsoring at platinum, gold, or silver
level and can indeed be stand-alone.
 

Room sponsorship: $500 (per room)
Lunch sponsorship: $2,000 (per day)
Coffee break sponsorship: $1,000
Awards ceremony: $2,500
Books for audience: $3,500
Relaxation station: $3,000 
Resource table items: $150
Professional headshots: $2,000
Photobooth: $2,000 (per day)
Interactive display: $500
Art show: $2,500
Attendee Bags: $5,000 

 
VENDORS
See the agenda for a schedule of events.
 
ONE–DAY VENDOR (4/19 OR 4/20)
Available: 10
For profit: $300
Non-profit: $150
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscu-tqz8qE9NxrVDDhn6hY0UJqpe8E8NH#/registration
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/agenda/
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TWO–DAY VENDOR (4/19 AND 4/20)
Available: 10
For profit: $500
Non-profit: $250
 

Purchase your sponsorship HERE.
 

 
Jan. 23 & 31: Click2Science Workshops
 
The Network for Youth Success is hosting a series of Click2Science Workshops this winter and spring. This
month's offerings: 
 
Modeling Engineering Practices 
Learn how to engage young people in engineering design practices by tackling a design challenge! This
workshop will feature activities from a design challenge project. Participants will experience the activity, and
discuss how all young people can try on the identity of an engineer. This session will emphasize the skills of
an engineer, as well as process, in order to engage young people in 'trying on' the role of engineer. Join
Timothy Fowler for this highly interactive session. This virtual event will count for OCFS training hours (1.5
hours, OCFS 3, CBK 4).
 
Date and Time: January 23 from 6:30- 8:00 PM
 
Click here to register. 
 
Facilitating an Inclusive Learning Environment for STEAM 
Involving all youth in STEAM activity, and overcoming any potential barriers to participation, is a critical
component of youth development work. In this workshop learn practices and approaches to creating inclusion
in a typical STEAM activity. This session will allow participants to experience the practice and identify how to
bring it back to their programs. This workshop is for participants who work with school-age children in a group
setting. Join Timothy Fowler for this highly interactive session, which will count for OCFS training hours
(OCFS 3, CBK 4).
 
Date and Time: January 31st 6:30- 8:00 PM
 
Click here to register. 

Feb. 1, 8, 15: Adult Learning Theory
 
As mentioned above, the Network for Youth Success is offering a T-TAP training workshop this February.   
 
In this workshop, we will help you navigate the process of becoming a T-TAP PD Specialist.  
 
Over the course of three days, you will learn how to:

Fill out your intent to apply form.
Link your training to the NAEYC and NAA trainer competencies.
Design a training with adult learning theory in mind.

 
More Information on the T-TAP (Including Application Requirements)
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
 
Training Dates (Thursdays): February 1, 8, 15
This is a three-day training.  Participants must attend all three days.
 
Time: 9:00am-12:30pm
Cost:  $375.00
 
Click here to register. 
 
 

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Sponsorship-1-1-1.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdOChrzkvGtJg1IAEJWggPBQwEK5Ei7E6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdOChrzkvGtJg1IAEJWggPBQwEK5Ei7E6#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYldu6grTktHtB0a19k0ixS9nl1OgWJXK16
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYldu6grTktHtB0a19k0ixS9nl1OgWJXK16
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYldu6grTktHtB0a19k0ixS9nl1OgWJXK16#/registration
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
https://nyaeyc.org/ttap-credential/
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/TOT.html
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Check the Network for Youth Success events page
anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.

 

Other Events
 
 

Jan. 12: Countdown to Engineers Week & Girl Day Planning Webinar (12pm)
 
We're fast approaching Engineers Week and Introduce a Girl
to Engineering Day. Are you looking for inspiration, ideas, or
advice to spice up your plans? Attend this free and
informative webinar and get ideas you can use right away.
 
Click here to register.
 
For additional resources, check out these free planning guides available for download.
Engineers Week Planning Guide
Introduce a Girl to Engineering Planning Guide
 

 
Jan. 25: DiscoverE Chats with Change Makers (Thursdays 1pm)
 

 
Tune into the DiscoverE monthly series “Chats with Change Makers,” hosted by high school senior Kavya, to
meet STEM professionals who are working hard to change the world.
 
Teachers and parents are invited to tune-in along with their students to meet an engineer and ask questions. 
 
Join on Thursdays at 1pm for LIVE monthly chats!

Jan 25
Feb 22
Mar 21
Apr 25
May 23

Feb. 6: The Power of Collaboration: Strategies and Lessons learned from the NGCP Network (4PM)
 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8117014493878/WN_SVc5LRCwQI2fO03dIaMOHw#/registration
https://discovere.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xykdjn-drljithddh-d/
https://discovere.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xykdjn-drljithddh-h/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7016941183834/WN_Xs2Jr5j_QbubTIXKjs6P_Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7216941183884/WN_lwrzFDxIRzye1e62QMbbqQ#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5816941183941/WN_iyJTNzCXQfWi3HVmT1w9Sg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6516941183996/WN_nextPKczRyqSCZQfnVpWnA#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6816941184056/WN_gAcrkWqZQmOHQuADFjfuDg#/registration


2/2/24, 9:26 AM New York State Network for Youth Success Mail - Spotlight on Empower Youth Success Conference (registration now open!), Learn…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d01bf710ca&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1787717853934332018&simpl=msg-f:178771785393433… 11/12

 
Join the National Girls Collaborative Project (NGCP) to apply research-based collaboration strategies to
enhance your STEM activities and programs. Collaboration enables professionals across programs and
communities to generate and carry out creative solutions and strategies that maximize benefits beyond what
one could accomplish alone, and research suggests that by creating collaborations among organizations
committed to engaging youth in STEM, we can improve youth STEM experiences. Presenters will share the
NGCP collaboration model, exemplary practices in collaboration, and examples of successful collaborations
in the NGCP network.
 
Click here to register.
 

 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Make a donation.
Become a member. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=741
https://afterschoolpathfinder.org/
https://afterschoolpathfinder.org/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess


2/2/24, 9:26 AM New York State Network for Youth Success Mail - Spotlight on Empower Youth Success Conference (registration now open!), Learn…
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Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.
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