
ADDENDUM. School-age child care quality support through the NYS Network
for Youth Success

In the last few years, New York has taken significant steps to expand support for working
families/caregivers caring for their children, and invest in licensed and/or regulated child care
programs and their staff. Notably, these current efforts acknowledged the needs of families with
school-age children and those of the providers that care for them, something which is helping to
shift away from the long, overlooked years of under-resourced support for school-age child care.

One area currently under-resourced is school-age child care technical assistance (TA) and
quality supports. In New York, 46 of every 100 child care subsidies received are for school-age
child[ren] between 5-12 years old. Unlike for early care – where New York makes available at least
3%1 of the state’s CCDF discretionary funds (approximately $10.7 million in 2023) for infants and
toddlers – there is currently no dedicated funding for school-age care quality support. The
FY2024-25 state budget provides an unprecedented opportunity to establish and invest in technical
assistance and quality support for afterschool programs. The FY2024-25 afterschool budget
priorities call for the State to dedicate $5 million of the Child Care and Development Block
Grant (CCDBG) funds towards school-age child care quality support through the NYS
Network for Youth Success.

This addendum outlines various ways in which the New York State Network for Youth Success
(NYSNYS or “the Network”) is helping to transform the afterschool system through current supports
and how they can further do so through $5 million in dedicated SACC TA funding provided by the
state.

Note. School-age child care (SACC) programs are a critical part of the child care system in New
York, operating “before and/or after school, during school lunch periods, on school holidays, and/or
during summer vacations”2. Thus, a majority of state-funded afterschool, summer, and expanded
learning programs – are recognized as school-age child care programs. However, not all
afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs are SACC programs.

Available but limited state support for school-age child care providers. New York currently
provides some critical services that are open to school-age child care programs. Despite
availability, many of the services and initiatives outlined below are not built with school-age care in
mind, an unfortunate oversight that contributes to the underestimation of different quality
standards, regulations, infrastructure, and resources that are unique to these programs. This is why
NYSNYS work is so valuable to the school-age child care system and other grant-funded
afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs.

2 Learn more from OCFS Policy Statement about what constitutes a school-age child care program:
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/policies/Childcare-Policy-16-1-What-Constitutes-School-Age-Child-Care-Program.pdf.

1 States and territories must meet a 9% quality spending requirement and a 3% infant and toddler quality spending requirement for
CCDF discretionary funds. There is no mandated quality set-aside for school-age child care, and as a result, New York does not
dedicate funds towards this currently.



CURRENT STATE SUPPORTS

● The Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) offers free online training on several topics eligible for
OCFS training credit hours. The available training provides introductory concepts, which SACC programs
can build upon through an expansive and robust training portfolio offered by the Network.

● The 35 Child Care Resource & Referral agencies (CCR&Rs) in New York help families find child care and
also assist child care providers – often early childhood – with resources.

● QUALITYstarsNY, New York’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS), provides support and
resources to improve and sustain high quality for early childhood programs. QUALITYstarsNY is currently
not available to school-age child care programs (See note below on piloting QUALITYstarsNY for SACC
programs).

● The ASPIRE registry provides an online professional portfolio for child care professionals to highlight their
educational progress (document their skills, experience, and knowledge), find and track professional
development, and highlight their career pathways. QUALITY StarsNY programs are mandated to use this
system, thus ASPIRE is more extensively used by early childhood programs as compared to SACC
programs.

● The Educational Incentive Program provides scholarships to help child care professionals pay for training
and educational activities with the intent to build provider knowledge, skills, and competencies in order to
improve child care quality. This support is available to both the early childhood and the school-age child
care workforce.

What is the Network? The New York State Network for Youth Success (NYSNYS or “the Network”)
is dedicated to building a youth-serving system that increases the quality and availability of
afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs, and supports all programs that promote
young people’s intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development outside the traditional
classroom.

The Network is the:

➢ statewide afterschool network in New York working with 49 other state afterschool networks and the national
Afterschool Alliance

➢ state affiliate for the National AfterSchool Association
➢ New York State lead for the National Girls Collaborative Project
➢ backbone agency for the New York State Community Schools Network
➢ state advisor to the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, the only direct federal source of

funding for afterschool

The Network is also recognized as a critical partner on plan development, stakeholder feedback, dissemination of
resources, and providing technical assistance and staff training of staff in New York’s state Child Care Development
Fund (CCDF) plan.

As the only organization in New York that coordinates statewide expertise, resources, and technical
assistance (TA) specifically focused on school-age child care (SACC) and other grant-funded
afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs, the Network is already positioned to meet
critical needs to a) provide professional development opportunities, b) provide quality supports, and
c) strengthen the capacity of these programs.
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NEW YORK STATE NETWORK FOR YOUTH SUCCESS SUPPORTS

TA/Capacity
Building Area

NYSNYS TA and capacity building supports for afterschool, summer, and
expanded learning programs
As the statewide afterschool network with deep reach in the afterschool
community, NYSNYS provides expansive support to the afterschool field in the
following ways:

Additional supports provided through NYSNYS with
a $5M line-item funding towards afterschool TA
and quality care support
This funding would help sustain and strengthen
NYSNYS TA and capacity building supports outlined
PLUS the following:

Providing
professional
development
opportunities to
afterschool staff

- Serves as the credentialing agency for the School-Age Care Credential offered
in-person and also through Distance Learning (asynchronous) courses and
virtual-live trainings online

- Offers full professional development (PD) catalog3 based on the needs raised
by the field including the Site Leader Institute, Coaching Circles, and free
Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) trainings4

- Hosts the annual statewide afterschool conference, School’s Out, Make it
Count, offering high-quality PD sessions (eligible for OCFS credit hours) for
afterschool professionals through the two-day conference

- Hosts the 21st Century Community Learning Center5 Conference and the NYS
Community Schools Resilience and Equity Conference6

- Hire additional staff to provide afterschool PD
trainings throughout the state

- Provide additional training and resources on
relevant topics such as mental health and social-
emotional learning

- Provide additional training and resources to
improve early literacy outcomes and STEM
opportunities for youth through expanded learning
opportunities

- Provide high quality asynchronous classes for
OCFS approved training hours per regulations and
policy statement (also known as “OCFS training
credit hours)

- Continue offering free JEDI and sustainability
trainings

6 The NYS Network for Youth Success serves as the backbone agency of the NYS Community Schools Network.

5 21st CCLC program provides the only federal source of funding for afterschool. The conference convenes 21st CCLC subgrantees from New York and provides professional
development opportunities.

4 Site Leader Institute exposes new directors to the knowledge base and skill set of effective afterschool supervision and management. Coaching Circles bring providers together to
collaborate and solve the issues they face in their programs with a sustainable design. Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) trainings offered about 20 free training
sessions featuring topics at the core of JEDI, including racism and bias; supporting LGBTQIA2S (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual and/or
agender, two-spirit) youth and families; Native American cultural competency; and ageism and youth empowerment.

3 The Network has 3 Training and Technical Assistance Professional- Professional Development Specialist TTAP-PDS credentialed staff and two TTAP-Coach on staff, and work with a
cohort of others with these credentials around the state to offer high-quality opportunities.
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Providing support
to improve
program quality

- Leads the New York State Afterschool Program Accreditation, providing
afterschool programs with performance indicators and quality benchmarks to
guide program planning, implementation and evaluation

- Serves as the lead collaborator in school-age child care programs pilot of
QUALITYstarsNY

- Developed and owns the Quality Self-Assessment (QSA) Tool, a free,
accessible tool for programs to self-assess across 11 elements of quality,
reviewing best-practices from administration and sustainability to programming
and family engagement, and create and implement improvement plans
supported by aligned resources. The QSA Tool is available in 11 languages and
is recommended for use for all state and federally funding programs in New
York

- Provides live assistance to individuals and organizations looking to start new
programs

- Provides technical assistance around School-Age Child Care regulations and
programming (contracts and grants supports)

-Assists CCR&Rs with addressing SACC issues and providing SACC supports

- Leads New York State’s team for multiple peer learning communities run by
the National Center of Afterschool and Summer Enrichment (NCASE) to help
advance efforts around workforce, social-emotional learning, quality systems,
and mental health supports for afterschool

- Expand the NYS Afterschool Program
Accreditation

- Support efforts to expand QUALITYstarsNY to
school-age child care programs statewide

- Increase staff capacity to expand access to SAC
credential
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Strengthening
capacity of the
afterschool field

- Developed and manages AfterschoolPathfinder.org, a free, statewide job
posting site designed exclusively for the afterschool field

- Leads efforts to promote school-community partnerships to accelerate
students’ success

- Connects the afterschool field to national experts, best-practices, and
resources through frequent newsletters, listservs, and social media postings

- Convenes local partners (school districts, funders, city/county leadership,
colleges/universities, local providers, etc.) for PD, capacity building, and
networking opportunities with support of our 15 regional afterschool networks
across the state

- Acts as a connector across New York State for the Early Care and Learning
Council (ECLC) and the Child Care Resource and Referral agencies (CCR&Rs)

-Created a system of credentialed professionals, including endorsers, trainers,
and advisors

- Hire additional full-time staff at the Network to
expand capacity building support throughout the
state

- Build staff capacity within the 15 regional
afterschool networks to sustain capacity-building
efforts at the local level

- Sustain and expand AfterschoolPathfinder.org

Supporting
sustainability
efforts of the
state’s
afterschool
programs

- Works with school districts to promote school-community partnerships and
investments in afterschool programs, including the development of
school-community partnership guidebook

- Offers sustainability workshops and coaching offered to schools and
community-based organizations

- Sustain current regional networks’ capacity and
increase regional networks across New York.
Regional networks provide a critical structure to
help sustain programs through pooling resources to
streamline, share, and maximize program services.

- Provide additional sustainability workshops and
coaching offered to schools and community-based
organizations.
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Improving overall
afterschool
infrastructure

- Serves as a liaison between existing afterschool providers and
administering/regulatory state agencies to promote seamless communication,
collaboration, and improvement

- Facilitates updates to afterschool data on the Kids Well-being Indicator
Clearinghouse (KWIC) Maps

- Mobilizes the afterschool community to solicit and gather feedback,
recommendations, questions, and comments regarding regulations and policies
affecting the afterschool

- Facilitates the Public Funding Taskforce, which helps advise the Network and
its partners on needs of the afterschool, summer, and expanded learning field
related to: public funding RFPs, grant implementation, data collection on grant
activities, and other grant-related needs

- Facilitate a landscape analysis of afterschool,
summer, and expanded learning programs in New
York, which is currently lacking

- Facilitate the expansion and use of a coordinated
data system for afterschool grants

- Sustain updates to afterschool data to the Kids
Well-being Indicator Clearinghouse (KWIC) Maps

- Expand skill building initiatives and frameworks
that promote positive youth development

- Host an annual summit to convene afterschool
stakeholders and state agency leaders to facilitate
efforts toward a strong, aligned, and coordinated
afterschool system

- Increase internal capacity (staff) for NYSNYS to
establish a TA center to coordinate technical
assistance
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