
FY 2024-25 AFTERSCHOOL BUDGET PRIORITIES

The FY2023-24 State Budget adopted the proposal to reorganize afterschool, summer, and
other expanded learning program funding in New York. The two major afterschool funding
streams, the Empire State After School Program (ESAP) and the Advantage After School
Program (AASP), were moved to the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) in a
promising step to consolidate and improve afterschool supports. As acknowledged by the
Governor in the State of the State, the adopted proposal was the first step towards
consolidating direct funding streams currently administered by OCFS. However, the State
failed to provide critical base funding necessary to keep these programs afloat amid significant
challenges. Our priorities below urge the State to sustain and increase afterschool access;
expand dedicated technical support; and invest in the afterschool workforce. We are asking
New York State to:

Invest $219 million towards a new and improved afterschool program grant.
In anticipation of the release of a new afterschool RFP, the State must adopt crucial
fundamental principles in next year’s budget.1 These principles would improve afterschool
access and enable afterschool providers to sustain their programs. Recurring reimbursement
and contracting difficulties made it challenging for afterschool grant recipients to sustain their
programs. About 45 afterschool contracts were rescinded and/or terminated in 2022-2023,
limiting access for about 8,430 students who could participate in these programs before. A
$219 million investment will constitute an increase of $127 million above current funding
available for the Empire State and Advantage afterschool programs, with a cost-of-living
(COLA) adjustment.

Dedicate $5 million of Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) funds
towards school-age child care quality support through the NYS Network for
Youth Success.

In New York, 46% of child care subsidies go to support school-age children. Yet, no CCDBG
funds are dedicated to technical assistance (TA) for school-age child care (SACC) programs
providing afterschool services, or for afterschool providers who receive state afterschool

1 A new initiative to set the course for a new, improved, high-quality afterschool program must prioritize these principles:
● Ensures equitable access to high-quality programs by adopting the base, true cost, per student rate of $4,300 and/or an
established level funding of $219 million at the onset of the program.
● Guarantees afterschool access to at least 50,000 students, the current capacity served by ESAP and AASP programs
● Prioritizes competitive workforce compensation and professional development
● Maximizes outcomes for students, families, and providers impacted by the afterschool programs
● Prioritizes eligibility for BOTH school districts and CBOs as lead applicants, and their collaboration
● Prioritizes technical assistance, research, and evaluation to sustain quality supports
● Actively engages the statewide afterschool network, New York State Network for Youth Success, in the development,
implementation, and provision of quality supports and capacity building
● Streamlines regulations, compliances, and RFP and contracting processes
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funding. Specialized and tailored support allows afterschool providers to create and sustain
conditions that help them maximize outcomes: They cannot do so effectively without funding
for the technical assistance currently provided by the New York State Network for Youth
Success (the Network). The Network is the only organization in New York that coordinates
statewide expertise, resources, and technical assistance specifically focused on SACC. The
Network is already positioned to meet the critical needs identified by the afterschool field to a)
provide professional development opportunities, b) provide quality supports, and c) strengthen
the capacity of afterschool programs. In addition to the technical assistance provided, these
funds would help the Network:

● Facilitate a landscape analysis of afterschool, summer, and expanded learning
programs in New York, which is currently lacking,

● Facilitate the development of a coordinated data system for afterschool grants, and
● support efforts to expand QUALITYstarsNY to school-age child care programs

statewide,
● Provide training and resources to improve early literacy outcomes and STEM

opportunities for youth through expanded learning opportunities,
● Support the capacity-building of afterschool programs at the local level through the 15

regional afterschool networks, and
● Manage AfterschoolPathfinder.org, the only job posting site in New York dedicated to

the afterschool field.

We urge the State to dedicate this funding through available CCDBG funding, which has
increased steadily in the last few years (Discretionary funding allocated to New York increased
by $82 million alone in 2023.).

Provide an additional $3 million through CCDBG professional development
allocation to expand the Educational Incentive Program (EIP).
The Educational Incentive Program (EIP) provides scholarships for credentialing activities,
college credit-bearing coursework, and non-credit bearing training to help child care workers,
including afterschool staff, develop professionally. Currently, the State provides up to $17.4
million for “services and expenses of child care scholarships, education and ongoing
professional development.” This allocation has not increased to accommodate the current
demand and need to professionalize the child care workforce: EIP funds have been depleted by
September of the calendar year in the last few years— a testament of the need to
professionalize and build capacity for the afterschool field— leading to a waitlist of applications
that were eligible to receive a scholarship if funds were available.
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