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Spotlight: Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week 
 

 
Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week 2023 is April 24-28 and it’s the perfect time to
recognize, appreciate, and advocate for those who work with young people during out-of-
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school hours. The week is marked by celebrations and public relations efforts encouraging
appreciation and support for all the afterschool professionals who make a profound difference
in the lives of young people.
 
Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week is all about finding meaningful ways to thank
afterschool time professionals for all that they do to enhance education, promote physical
and emotional health, provide a safe environment and expose youth to new experiences.
 
The Network for Youth Success wants to highlight the amazing afterschool professionals in
our state. Send us pictures of your afterschool professionals and tell us what makes them
special. We'll celebrate them on social media all week (April 24-28)!
 
Please submit pictures and information to Alysha@NetworkForYouthSuccess.org.
 
Need more ideas for how to celebrate Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week? Check
out the Afterschool Alliance Website for suggestions and resources.
 

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Women Voters Support Increased Access to Afterschool
Program

 
 
A recently released graphic shows strong support among women across the political
spectrum, community types, and racial and ethnic groups to expand access to afterschool
and summer programs. The graphic is based on research by Lake Research Partners, “What
Women Voters Want: Increased Access to Afterschool." The data highlighted was collected
via online survey from registered voters between November 9-14, 2022.
 
Check out these survey highlights that focus on afterschool and summer programs: 

Roughly 8 in 10 women agree that afterschool and summer programs are an absolute
necessity for their community and are in favor of their newly elected federal, state, and
local leaders providing more funding for afterschool programs (79 percent). 
Majorities of Democratic, Republican, and Independent women want elected leaders to
increase funding for afterschool programs. 
More than 8 in 10 women voters agree that afterschool programs inspire children to
learn, support young people’s social and emotional well-being, and help young people
catch up academically and socially from the impacts of the pandemic. 

To learn more, click here. 
 

Ensuring Access to Afterschool Program and Using
Federal Funds to Pay for It 

 
How can today’s adults help young people use these crucial years to become healthy,
productive, and empathetic adults of tomorrow? One way is to offer meaningful and enriching

mailto:Alysha@NetworkForYouthSuccess.org
https://naaweb.org/news/item/1758-afterschool-professionals-appreciation-week-ways-to-show-you-care?fbclid=IwAR2xd5Gn52hqUTurOo2kl5WJr_PH7SR7ngX4GOcC1m8FZcuCR_Kj-67isNw
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Women-voters-say-that-they-want-increased-access-to_03-31-2023.cfm
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afterschool activities that
provide safe spaces to
experiment with new
experiences, new interests,
and new ways of relating to
the world.

Unfortunately, many young
people lack access to such
activities. A 2020 survey
conducted by the Afterschool
Alliance found that there were
24.6 million children in the
U.S. who were not enrolled in
afterschool programs but
would be if such programs
were available to them. For
every child enrolled in
afterschool programs,
according to the same survey,

there were three who would attend if they could.

Interested in reading more and finding resources to give more children access to your
programs? Learn more about why afterschool matters from this blog post. 

 
 
 

Let's Talk Professional Development 
 
New York Works for Children's Let's Talk Professional Development series is a blog and
interview series on professional development, led by Tinnycua Williams, a professional
development quality assurance specialist. 
 
In the latest installment, Tinnycua interviewed Kalsi Johnson, Center Director at Virginia Marx
Children's Center at Westchester County Community College, about her efforts to empower
her staff to continually learn and grow in their daily teaching practice.
 
Read the full post here. 
 

April 22 is Earth Day!  
 

http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/
https://wallacefoundation.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72af77d384006061df548e8b5&id=39826372d9&e=a78973a5fc
https://nyworksforchildren.org/lets-talk/
https://nyworksforchildren.org/lets-talk/archive/be-proactive-an-interview-with-the-virginia-marx-childrens-center/
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Looking for #EarthDay resources and activities? Join the world's largest environmental
movement, EARTHDAY.ORG. Their mission is to diversify, educate and activate the
environmental movement worldwide. 
 
Download toolkits and fact sheets at earthday.org. 
 
 

 

 
 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 

Virtual & Asynchronous Distance Learning SAC Credential Registration is Now Open!
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* - (Spring/Summer)
Dates: May 19 – August 4, 2023
Time: Fridays, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Instructor: Sara Rickan
Cost: $1,250 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
*Classes (Parts 1 and 2) can be taken in either order (in a variety of formats), but not at the
same time.
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* - (Fall)
Dates: September 15 – December 15, 2023
Time: Fridays, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Instructor: Alicia Salamone-Powers, Timothy Fowler, Erin Broderick
Cost: $1,250 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
 

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2023/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2023/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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NYS SAC Credential Part 1* - (Fall)
Dates: August 28, 2023 - December 18, 2023
Instructor: Alysha Branch
Method of Instruction: Asynchronous Distance Learning (via Google Classroom)
Cost: $940.00 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* - (Spring)
Dates: January 8, 2024 - April 28, 2024
Instructor: Alysha Branch
Method of Instruction: Asynchronous Distance Learning (via Google Classroom)
Cost: $940.00 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
 
*Classes (Parts 1 and 2) can be taken in either order (in a variety of formats), but not at the
same time.
 
Register Today!
 
Have Questions?
Email Erin@NetworkForYouthSuccess.Org
 
Note: There may be other virtual or face-to-face classes in your area. For a listing go here.
Pricing and times will vary.
 
*Registration closes two weeks prior to the start date or when the course is full.
 

 
JEDI Series Training 
 
Embracing Change: Finding Common Ground on Intersectionality About Race,
Gender, Religion, Class and Sexual Orientation 
Part 4
April 24, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm
In the final session of our series on intersectionality, participants will discuss the differences
between awareness, allyship, advocacy and activism. We will explore why it is important to
have critical conversations about racism, misogyny, homophobia and xenophobia with our
colleagues and students. You will also explore how to respond to fear and resistance, and
why discomfort in conversations on equity can be uncomfortable but necessary. Finally, you
will also share why it is imperative to explore identity in shared spaces with children and
youth, and practice how to advocate for change within your workplace and institutions.
 
Register Now
 
LGBTQIA 101: Foundations in Gender and Attraction 
April 26, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 
This is your FINAL opportunity to attend this interactive [re]introduction to terminology and
key concepts related to sexual orientation and gender identity expression. This session
serves the foundation necessary for exploring the skills, practices, policies, and NYS laws in
the upcoming LGBTQIA sessions. Individuals wishing to attend other sessions from the
facilitator must first attend this session.
 
Register Now
 
From Awareness to Advocacy: How Do I Show Up As An Agent of Change?  
April 28, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm
In this new series on intersectionality, participants will discuss the differences between
awareness, allyship, advocacy and activism, and how to improve upon how they show up as
creators of safe and inclusive spaces. Continuing from our conversations featured in
"Embracing Change," participants will explore why it is important to have critical
conversations about racism, misogyny, homophobia, and xenophobia with our colleagues

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Virtual.html
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/credentialing-f-f/host-agencies/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctdu6qrDsvE9ao3IQRu2qLgQer1GNuB5XC
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrcuqsqzopHN1Jm3XiW2yn098Q3KkZe4rU#/registration
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and students, and engage in self-assessment on where they have growth potential in various
areas of the diversity spectrum. In an effort to set the stage as agents of change, participants
will be expected to engage in the practice of recognition regarding their own social identity
markers throughout this session.
 
Register Now 
 

Check the Network for Youth Success events page
anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.

 

Other Events
 

 
Apr. 26: Click2CS Virtual Workshop: Supporting Productive Failure (3–4 pm)
 

Knowing how to help youth see how failure
can be productive is critical for developing an
engineering mindset. Join this virtual
workshop to learn how you can create
learning experiences that support youth and
help them persist through their frustration and
learn from failures. By engaging in authentic
engineering work, youth develop engineering
identities and the mindset to solve problems
and change the world. REGISTER HERE

 
 
Afterschool Math Plus Curriculum Training (Thursdays 1– 2 pm)
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtcuihrD4uHNd-9pnsl-JLujgT8K-xkkZw
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://unl.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsdOigrjwjHdNmCgWigA3STIbGrHgxpOea
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Note: Each webinar will include strategies to support a positive Math Identity (e.g., role
models, career connections, family connections, literacy connections). 
 
REGISTER FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL TRAINING SESSION HERE

 
Apr. 27: Breaking Stereotypes through Children's Books (2:00- 3:00 pm)
 

The books we read and share with students
should be diverse and reflective of the world
we live in. Join NGCP for this webinar during
National Library Week 2023 to learn about
the power of children’s books to break
stereotypes and promote a sense of
belonging in STEM – and beyond! 
 
Children's books have the power to counter
stereotypes, challenge gender norms, and
open minds to new perspectives and ideas.

But it can be challenging for educators and caregivers to find quality children’s books that are
diverse and representative, especially when it comes to STEM. Join NGCP for this webinar
featuring Dr. Dieuwertje “DJ” Kast, Ed.D. from the University of Southern California who will
talk about her work diversifying STEAM picture books by collaborating with Room to Read on
the STEAM-Powered Careers Book Collection, a 10-book series on a variety of groundbreaking

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAsdOCqrDoiG9zaetMZdJh6DLDcMFLdoC5j
https://www.roomtoread.org/steam
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and diverse careers in STEAM. This webinar will also feature Katherine Locke, author of the
picture book What Are Your Words?: A Book About Pronouns. 
 
Click here to register.
 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Make a donation.
Become a member. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street
Troy, NY 12180
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