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Alysha Branch <alysha@networkforyouthsuccess.org>

Spotlight on Virtual SAC Credential, Tell Congress to Support Afterschool, National
DNA Day, and More!
Alysha Branch <alysha@networkforyouthsuccess.org> Wed, Apr 5, 2023 at 8:54 AM
To: Alysha Nicole Branch <alysha@networkforyouthsuccess.org>

 

Network Newsletter | April 5, 2023
Spotlight: Virtual SAC Credential
Survey: Prompt Contracting Law
Federal Action Alert: Tell Congress to Support Afterschool
Every Hour Counts 2023 Conference
Get Ready for National DNA Day
Application Open for NASA SPARX
Events
Support the Network for Youth Success

 

Spotlight: Virtual SAC Credential 
 

The School Age Care Credential Course is
an in-depth study of competency
standards  that reflect best practices in after-
school programs. This course is specifically
designed for individuals currently employed
in school age child care programs, who
serve children ages 5 to 13 years old. 
Competency standards demonstrating the
ability to nurture children’s physical, social,
emotional and intellectual growth will be
explored. Major topics include:

maintaining a safe, healthy learning
environment
child development
challenging behaviors
working with families
curriculum development
operational program management
communication
professionalism
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Part 1 covers skill areas 1-7, and Part 2 covers skill areas 8-14.
 
Registration is now open for virtual learning with a live-instructor.  Class sessions include
lectures, cooperative learning opportunities, whole group discussions, group activities,
observations, and use of audio-visual materials.
 
NYS SAC Credential—Part 2 
Spring/summer semester begins in May
Fall semester begins in September
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* —(Spring/Summer)
Dates: May 19— August 4, 2023
Time: Fridays, 9:30 am— 12:30 pm
Instructor: Sara Rickan
Cost: $1,250 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* —(Fall)
Dates: September 15— December 15, 2023
Time: Fridays, 9:30 am— 12:30 pm
Instructor: Alicia Salamone-Powers, Timothy Fowler, Erin Broderick
Cost: $1,250 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
 
*Classes (Parts 1 and 2) can be taken in either order (in a variety of formats), but not at the
same time.
 
Scholarships
Scholarship funding to participate in this training may be available through the Educational
Incentive Program (EIP). For more information or to apply for a scholarship, please
visit www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu. You may also contact EIP at eip@albany.edu or 800-295-
9616. If you have received an EIP, please digitally sign it and email the Network.  Note:
There is a maximum award amount per year per person.
 

 
Note: There may be other virtual or face-to-face classes in your area. For a
comprehensive list, click here.

Pricing and times will vary.
 
 

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Survey: Prompt Contracting Law 
 
Share your perspective on your organization’s experience with state contracts
 
The New York Council of Nonprofits, Inc. (NYCON) is compiling responses from
organizations that have received state contract funding currently or in the past. NYCON is in

http://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/
mailto:eip@albany.edu
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Virtual.html
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/credentialing-f-f/host-agencies/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
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conversations with a legislator about possible amendments to the prompt contracting law to
find relief for nonprofits from state contract issues. 
 
NYCON is also looking for nonprofits to interview about their experience as an example to
share in documentation of contracting issues. 
 
The deadline to complete the survey is April 7. 
 

 
 

Federal Action Alert: Tell Congress to Support
Afterschool 

 
Young people across the country are calling
for support for afterschool—do you have
their backs?
 
Congress has started the FY 2024 spending
process. Reach out to your members of
Congress to thank them for their past
support and call on them to increase funding
for the Nita M. Lowey 21st Century
Community Learning Center (21st CCLC)
initiative—the only federal funding stream
dedicated to supporting local school and
community-based afterschool, before-

school, and summer learning programs.
 
The families of approximately 25 million children are unable to access an afterschool
program, with those in rural communities as well as low-income, Black and Latinx families
most likely to be left behind. A significant funding increase will help programs cover growing
costs and meet the nationwide demand for programs.
 
Please take two minutes to dial your members of Congress and send a message in
support of afterschool and summer learning programs.
 
To amplify youth voices and show your support for 21st CCLC, click here.
 
 

Every Hour Counts 2023 Conference 
 
 
From May 30–June 1, Every Hour Counts will be hosting their 2023 National Conference,
Let’s Make Waves! Participants will gather from around the country to discuss what’s
possible to engage, empower, and support young people. Additionally, participants will
explore how to develop community-wide solutions with young people and leaders from
across communities. 
 
Registration closes on May 17. 
 
To register, click here.
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PromptContractingLaw
https://afterschoolalliance.rallycongress.net/ctas/dont-eliminate-afterschool-for-2-million-kids?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Action%20Alert%20Youth%20Voice%20Week%202023&utm_medium=email
https://afterschoolalliance.rallycongress.net/ctas/dont-eliminate-afterschool-for-2-million-kids?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Action%20Alert%20Youth%20Voice%20Week%202023&utm_medium=email
https://canvasmeetings.regfox.com/every-hour-counts
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Get Ready for National DNA Day 
 

April 25 is National DNA Day! Did
you know that the holiday was
created in 2003 to celebrate both the
completion of the Human Genome
Project and the 50th anniversary of
the discovery of the double helix
structure of DNA?
 
See below for a list of activities you
can do to celebrate this day:
 
 

Make a Candy DNA Model: Each human has a unique DNA sequence and the DNA
in all of us is about 99.9% identical! In this activity, youth use pieces of candy to
make a model for a short section of DNA—enough to get a sense of what DNA is like
and how it encodes life.

The Future is Bright Campaign celebrate DNA Day: Million Girls Moonshot is
partnering with Illumina to provide a number of resources for programs to celebrate
DNA day. Featured opportunities include a virtual lab simulation, a virtual field trip,
and DNA decoded.

Investigate Alien Genetics: This activity uses an alien model to demonstrate how
genes or physical traits are passed from parents to their offspring. How similar will
alien siblings look? Or check out Baby Lab and use probability to predict genetic traits.

Effects of Genetic Engineering: Farmers have been using “genetic engineering” for
hundreds (maybe thousands!) of years. They use the seeds of the biggest, tastiest,
etc. fruit to plant the next generation of that particular plant.  Have a discussion about
the advantages.

Make String from Algae: The seaweed in the ocean (or eaten as a snack) is
inspiring innovators to imagine new materials. Large brown algae, like kelp, contains
polymers—long chains of molecules—that are more environmentally friendly than the
ones in most plastics. These natural polymers (alginates) could eventually be used to
create sustainable everyday objects. Try your hand at using chemistry to turn
biodegradable polymers from algae into custom string.

 

 

https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/candy-DNA-model?from=Blog
https://dnaday.org/
https://www.illumina.com/content/dam/illumina-marketing/apps/dnaday/index.html
https://dnadecoded.org/virtual-field-trip/
https://dnadecoded.org/educator-resources/
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/alien-genetics
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/genetics/the-quest-for-the-perfect-tomato2
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/algae-string
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Application Open for NASA SPARX Educator Beta
Testers 

 
NASA SPARX (Sparking Participation and
Real-world eXperiences in STEM), utilizes
engineering design activities to connect
students to STEM in a way only NASA can.
 
SPARX provides educators with a collection
of hands-on activities based on national
standards, related training resources, and
live virtual connections with NASA scientists
and engineers to help improve student
STEM literacy and identity.
 
NASA invites educators to apply to beta test these exciting resources during summer 2023.
 
Participants receive a $200 Stipend.
 
Read about the benefits to educators and youth, and requirements for participation here. 
 
Applications due April 7, 2023
 

 
 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 

Virtual SAC Credential Registration is Now Open!
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* - (Spring/Summer)
Dates: May 19 – August 4, 2023
Time: Fridays, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Instructor: Sara Rickan
Cost: $1,250 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
*Classes (Parts 1 and 2) can be taken in either order (in a variety of formats), but not at the
same time.
 
NYS SAC Credential Part 2* - (Fall)
Dates: September 15 – December 15, 2023
Time: Fridays, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Instructor: Alicia Salamone-Powers, Timothy Fowler, Erin Broderick
Cost: $1,250 per semester. Individuals must take both semesters (Part 1 and Part 2)
*Classes (Parts 1 and 2) can be taken in either order (in a variety of formats), but not at the
same time.
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63ddd4d3686ac83bfa8c608d/t/6425e245af172610eb32a55f/1680204357729/SPARX+Beta+Flyer+3_24_23.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfF7DrkEKOewo7PrroZYGpHurwfDQ2Kw4eNv5WMXAaaGps-Tg/viewform
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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Register Today!
 
Have Questions?
Email Erin@NetworkForYouthSuccess.Org
 
Note: There may be other virtual or face-to-face classes in your area. For a listing go here.
Pricing and times will vary.
 
*Registration closes two weeks prior to the start date or when the course is full.
 

 
JEDI Series Training 
 
Apr 5: Names and Pronouns: Making Mistakes and Getting it Right (10 – 11 am)
 
Adjusting to a youth’s new name? Struggling with they/them pronouns? Wondering what to
do when the family isn’t on board? This session provides attendees with tips, tools, and NYS
laws applicable to communicating with and about youth & staff who are trans and/or
nonbinary. Prerequisite: LGBTQIA 101
 
Click here to register.
 
Apr. 13: Bias Talks: The Language of Accountability (10 – 11:30 am)
 
Interrupting bias in our everyday lives can be daunting, especially when you may not have
the language to express your thoughts. In this interactive presentation, participants will be
able to learn strategies and the language to engage in difficult conversations thoughtfully.
Want to share these strategies with your students? Participants will also receive tools to
bring the training back to their programs through age-appropriate activities.
 
Click here to register.
 
Embracing Change: Finding Common Ground on Intersectionality About Race,
Gender, Religion, Class, and Sexual Orientation
 
Part 3
April 18, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
 
Unpack the political implications of why diversity and inclusion have become such charged
issues, and discuss what we as educators can do about continuing to create socially safe
spaces for youth. Participants in the session will explore how to navigate our own biases
and engage in discussion about protective practices for building inclusive communities.
Participants will also explore strategies for how to ensure the safety of students with
marginalized identities and identify where we as practitioners need to learn more. 
 
Click here to register. 
 
Part 4
April 24, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
Discuss the differences between awareness, allyship, advocacy, and activism. We will
explore why it is important to have critical conversations about racism, misogyny,
homophobia, and xenophobia with our colleagues and students. Participants will explore
how to respond to fear and resistance, and why discomfort in conversations on equity can
be uncomfortable but necessary. Finally, participants will share why it is imperative to
explore identity in shared spaces with children and youth, and practice how to advocate for
change within their workplace and institutions.
 
Click here to register.
 

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Virtual.html
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/credentialing-f-f/host-agencies/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdu2uqjgsHdWVA6c_AXgmxXc8g-STiFav
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqce-pqzMiGtfDHXNrLsDRobfaBDi2ZC4g
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUscuyhrDopGNbN6imCo08FiobtKw7iRRqu
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctdu6qrDsvE9ao3IQRu2qLgQer1GNuB5XC


5/4/23, 12:39 PM New York State Network for Youth Success Mail - Spotlight on Virtual SAC Credential, Tell Congress to Support Afterschool, Natio…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d01bf710ca&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1762340934350793867&simpl=msg-f:1762340934350793867 7/9

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.

 

Other Events
 

 
Apr. 5: Click2Engineering Spring Community of Practice
 
The Click2Engineering community of
practice (CoP) introduces afterschool time
educators to the basics of engineering and
leading engineering activities with youth. The
CoP is organized around the 10 Practices for
an Engineering Mindset, and includes hands-
on engineering activities, developing
engineering experiences for youth, and
learning skills to facilitate engineering
practices. The CoP consists four meetings
over eight weeks. REGISTER HERE
 

 
Apr. 26: Click2CS Virtual Workshop: Supporting Productive Failure (3–4 pm)
 

Knowing how to help youth see how failure
can be productive is critical for developing
an engineering mindset. Join this virtual
workshop to learn how you can create
learning experiences that support youth and
help them persist through their frustration
and learn from failures. By engaging in
authentic engineering work, youth develop
engineering identities and the mindset to
solve problems and change the world.
REGISTER HERE

 
 
Afterschool Math Plus Curriculum Training (Thursdays 1– 2 pm)
 

 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://unl.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ofuuvpj8sGtQKAuqg6diJU71EzO4NU1am
https://unl.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsdOigrjwjHdNmCgWigA3STIbGrHgxpOea
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Note: Each webinar will include strategies to support a positive Math Identity (e.g., role
models, career connections, family connections, literacy connections). 
 
REGISTER FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL TRAINING SESSION HERE
 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Make a donation.
Become a member. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAsdOCqrDoiG9zaetMZdJh6DLDcMFLdoC5j
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
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Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street
Troy, NY 12180

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.410975269&principleRef=4550.0.103532555&email=alysha%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

