
LINE-ITEM FUNDING REQUEST

$500,000 in Quality Support to Coordinate High-Quality School-Age Child Care Programs in
New York

What is the Network? The New York State Network for Youth Success (NYSNYS or “the Network”)
is dedicated to building a youth-serving system that increases the quality and availability of
afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs, and supports all programs that promote
young people’s intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development outside the traditional
school day.

The Network is the:

➢ statewide afterschool network in New York working with 49 other state afterschool
networks and the national Afterschool Alliance

➢ state affiliate for the National AfterSchool Association
➢ New York State lead for the National Girls Collaborative Project
➢ backbone agency for the New York State Community Schools Network
➢ state advisor to the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, the only direct

federal source of funding for afterschool

The Network is also recognized as a critical partner on plan development, stakeholder feedback,
dissemination of resources, and providing technical assistance, training of staff in New York’s
state Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) plan.

How are we transforming afterschool in New York? As the only organization in New York that
coordinates statewide expertise, resources, and technical assistance specifically focused on
school-age child care (SACC), the Network is meeting the critical needs identified by the afterschool
field:

PROFESSIONALIZING THE AFTERSCHOOL FIELD

● Serves as the credentialing agency for the School-Age Care Credential in-person and also
through our Distance Learning course online.

● Offers a full professional development catalog based on the needs raised by the field
including the:

○ Site Leader Institute to prepare new afterschool program grantees and new site
directors to operate high-quality programs;

○ Coaching Circles, which brings together providers together to collaborate and solve
the issues they face in their programs with a sustainable design.

○ Justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion (JEDI) trainings, which are 20 free training
sessions featuring topics at the core of JEDI, including racism and bias; supporting
LGBTQIA2S (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex,
asexual and/or agender, two-spirit) youth and families; Native American cultural
competency; and ageism and youth empowerment.

● Offers high-quality training opportunities for afterschool professionals through our two-day
School’s Out, Make it Count annual conference.

● Leads the New York State Afterschool Program Accreditation, providing afterschool
professionals with performance indicators and quality benchmarks to guide program
planning, implementation and evaluation.



PROVIDING QUALITY SUPPORTS

● Serves as the lead collaborator in school-age child care programs pilot of  QUALITYstarsNY.
● Developed the Quality Self-Assessment (QSA) Tool, a free, accessible tool for programs to

self-assess across 11 elements of quality, reviewing best-practices from administration and
sustainability to programming and family engagement, and create and implement
improvement plans supported by aligned resources. The QSA Tool is available in 10
languages and is recommended for use for all state and federally funding programs in
New York.

● Provides live assistance to individuals and organizations looking to start new programs,
many of whom are unfamiliar with or have questions regarding school-age child care
regulations.

● Led New York State’s team for multiple peer learning communities run by the National
Center of Afterschool and Summer Enrichment to help advance efforts around workforce,
social-emotional learning, and quality systems for afterschool.

STRENGTHENING CAPACITY OF THE AFTERSCHOOL FIELD

● Developed and manages AfterschoolPathfinder.org, a free, statewide job and training
posting site designed exclusively for the afterschool field.

● Leads efforts to promote school-community partnerships to accelerate students’ success.
● Connects the afterschool field to national experts, best-practices, and resources through

frequent newsletters, listservs, and social media postings.
● Serves as a liaison between existing afterschool providers and administering/regulatory

state agency to promote seamless communication, collaboration, and improvement.
● Convenes local partners (school districts, funders, city/county leadership,

colleges/universities, local providers, etc.) with support of our 15 regional afterschool
networks across the state.

● Mobilizing the afterschool community to solicit and gather feedback, recommendations,
questions and comments regarding legislation, policies, and Request for Proposals (RFPs)
affecting the afterschool field.

Why should you prioritize funding support for the Network? Without sustainable, line–item
funding to build capacity, dedicated technical assistance for more than 2,800 school-age child care
providers will greatly diminish. The Network will no longer be able to offer the quality support
services to the field outlined above, which it has provided consistently over its rich 25-year history.
These supports are integral to building high-quality, sustainable infrastructure for school-age child
care. New York families need reliable, quality afterschool programming to care for their children, and
the supports outlined above ensure that the afterschool field is prepared to provide this critical
support. In addition to the supports the Network provides above, this line-item funding would allow
the Network to:

● Explore and develop blueprints for data collection on school-age child care, which is
currently lacking.

● Support efforts to expand QUALITYstarsNY to school-age child care programs statewide.
● Enhance capacity to coordinate further COVID-19 pandemic recovery support for

afterschool, summer, and other expanded learning programs.

http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/qsa/

