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Spotlight: Mia Adams 
 

Mia Adams, the program director at Victory Music and Dance Company, took the
asynchronous SAC Credential course online through the Network for Youth Success.
 
Mia was inspired to take the SAC course thanks to the support of her parents, church, and
teachers who encouraged her to continue her own leadership development. Her work
throughout the course has helped her to realize the important role she plays in the lives of
the children she works with daily.
 
“I am glad that this course is around,” said Mia. “I want to grow, and I want to make sure that
young people all over encounter professionals like me—someone who is dedicated to higher
education to make sure they lead you to success.”
 
Since taking the NYS School-Age Credential courses, Mia has combined her new
knowledge with her passion for teaching to focus on providing high-quality programming
available to all children and families. The standards through the course have helped her
manage her program more effectively and instilled confidence in her work with school-age
care children.
 
As a youth, Mia’s role models helped her develop self-confidence and worthiness to achieve
greatness. Mia feels honored to be able to pay it forward and take on this role in the lives of
the youth in her life. She helps to prepare children for the real world and shows them the
greatness within it and within themselves.
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The best part of her job is being able to lead and
teach students the qualities of their own leadership
destiny. “I don't just help them academically and
socially," said Mia. “I encourage their personalities
and help bring out their unique traits.”
 
Registration for the School age credential is open!
Click here for more information and to register.
 

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Register Now! Afterschool Advocacy Day 2023 
 

Afterschool programs play a crucial role in caring for children and supporting them
academically, socially, and emotionally while their families are at work. Afterschool advocacy
is crucial to increasing access to these programs for all New York youth. 
 
The Network for Youth Success is pleased to invite you to join us in Albany for our first in-
person Advocacy Day in three years.
 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/distance-learning/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
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Advocacy Day is an opportunity for supporters of afterschool across New York to gather and
engage in coordinated efforts to amplify the importance of afterschool. Participants will meet
with legislative offices to express the importance of supporting and funding afterschool
programs. 
 
In addition to Advocacy Day, the Network will have additional opportunities to engage in
advocacy this budget season, including: 

Virtual follow-up meetings with legislators
Afterschool Call-in/Email Day
Afterschool Tweetstorm

 
Register now to join us in Albany and help us make the case for afterschool! Registration
closes on January 10, 2023. 
 

 

2023 Next Gen Afterschool Leaders Nomination 
 

 
NAA's Next Generation of Afterschool Leaders identifies young leaders and recognizes and
cultivates the talent of afterschool champions who have the potential to influence the field of
afterschool for years to come. The selected emerging leader honorees will have
demonstrated contributions that have started to influence beyond individual programs to
organizations and communities, a proven passion for developing themselves and others,
active engagement in efforts to elevate the afterschool field, and demonstrated persistence
in their work to grow as leaders. 
 
Join NAA in recognizing extraordinary individuals—age 30 or under and firm believers in the
power of afterschool―who are invested in advocacy, professional development, creative
program design, the power of youth voice, data and evaluation, and/or social justice. 
 
If you know of a candidate worthy of this honor, review the information below and submit
your nomination!
 
NOMINATION INFORMATION
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/afterschool-advocacy-day-2023-tickets-465390805427
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/afterschool-advocacy-day-2023-tickets-465390805427
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For the Next Generation of Afterschool Leaders 2023, NAA will highlight individuals (age 30
or under as of November 1, 2022) who are:

Active in the broader afterschool community, including, but not limited to membership
in NAA and its state affiliates.
Actively engaged in efforts to elevate the afterschool field and profession.

In addition, successful nominees will demonstrate:

A proven passion for developing themselves and others, and persistence in growing as
a leader.
Contributions that have influenced entire organizations, communities, and beyond.
The NAA Core Knowledge, Skills, and Competencies (CKSCs) at the Apply Level,
moving toward Amplify in many of the CKSC content areas.

Other Considerations:

NAA appreciates all afterschool professionals and leaders, but in this case, they are
searching for exceptional young leaders. 
Successful nominations will share specific examples that demonstrate the full extent
of why a candidate is deserving of this unique, national recognition. 
To ensure that honorees are representative of the diverse communities served by our
profession, NAA encourages nominations of Black, Indigenous, and other emerging
leaders of color. 

Each honoree will receive a free NAA Executive membership, a free NAA22 Convention
registration, ongoing leadership development, support in broadening their professional
networks, and other opportunities to expand their impact. Those selected must be willing to
respond to a written interview, submit a professional photo, agree to be featured in the
Spring 2023 issue of AfterSchool Today magazine, and be highlighted on NAA's social
channels and digital content. 
 
Nominate a young leader
 

Mizzen by Mott 
 

Supported by the Mott Foundation, Mizzen is
available at no cost to afterschool
professionals!  Download the Mizzen By Mott app to
access STEM activities. You’ll find it in Mizzen
here. 
 
 
Featured Playlists & Activity Module
 

STEM Activities for K–5th Grade in Small Groups: This playlist is a great mix of
engineering and science activities that are easy and fun for small groups of students.
Science Notebooks for 3rd–12th Grade: Keeping a notebook can help your
students think and act like scientists and engineers. Sample these easy-to-implement
strategies and lessons to bring science note booking into your program.
INQ Up Earth and Space for 6–8th Grade: Earth and Space is an inquiry- and
exploration-based curriculum that uses hands-on activities focused on the
relationships between the earth, the solar system, and human impacts on our global
environment.

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmKdE8jU1DzdZ5-2Qyd0iDEnKitrdvEpTjx37UjxHD-jZ4ZA/viewform
https://app.mizzenapp.org/
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No Kid Hungry New York SNAP 
 
 Informational Webinar today at 1 pm
 

The No Kid Hungry New York SNAP in Schools
Opportunity provides funding to community
organizations and schools to maximize
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) enrollment and participation to ensure
children and families have access to healthy
meals at school and at home during the school

year and/or summer months.
 
No Kid Hungry supports partnerships between K-12 schools and community-based
organizations that increase SNAP access and enrollment through trusted messaging and
assistance in school communities. They support SNAP outreach and enrollment efforts
focused on serving underserved families and children, particularly immigrant and mixed-
status families, communities of color, and rural communities. Moreover they encourage
efforts that target outreach to eligible but not enrolled families, support families with
navigating the application process, build connections between SNAP and school meals
(e.g., increasing enrollment to boost Identified Student Percentages and/or reach eligibility
for the Community Eligibility Provision), and combat barriers to accessing SNAP such as
language access.
 
Click here for the full RFP. Or register here to join the RFP Informational Webinar TODAY
November 30th at 1 pm EST to learn more. 
 

 

 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 

Save the Date: NYSNYS Annual Conference
Friday, March 24 and Saturday, March 25, 2023
Hilton Garden Inn, Troy, NY
 

https://state.nokidhungry.org/new-york/snap-in-schools-rfp/
https://state.nokidhungry.org/new-york/snap-in-schools-rfp/
https://strength.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Om7IoIaHTR2183zz34oZQA
https://strength.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Om7IoIaHTR2183zz34oZQA
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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Do you know an outstanding leader in the afterschool field who deserves to be honored?
The Network for Youth Success is seeking nominations for our 2023 Awards of Excellence.
 
Click here to submit a nomination. Deadline is December 8.
 

JEDI Training Series
 

Dec. 1: Two Spirit and LGBTQ+ Considerations (10:30 am- 12:00 pm)
 
This discussion will provide insights into specific issues, challenges, and opportunities that
are relevant to Native American persons who may identify as being Two Spirit and the
importance of recognizing cultural differences among all groups who may or may not be
affiliated with LBGTQ+ communities.
 
Click here to register. 
 
Windows & Mirrors: LGBTQIA-Affirming Programs and Curriculum
December 2, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm
December 7, 10:30 – 11:30 am
 
Adults in childcare and education settings have a unique opportunity to provide
programming and materials that allow youth to see themselves and their families
represented, while preparing them for interacting with the world around them and helping
them be better friends. This session introduces the “Mirrors & Windows” learning theory
(coined by educator Emily Styles in 1988) and provides examples for improvements to
curriculum and programming.
 
Deepening Allyship for LGBTQIA Children & Youth
December 16, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm
December 19, 12:00 – 1:00 pm
 
Take your allyship to the next level with an introspective exploration. We usually don’t even
realize how our own experiences of gender and attraction shape how we provide care and
education for youth. Allyship isn’t about being “tolerant” or even “supportive.” It’s about
ACTION -- so let’s dive in.
 

Dec 7: Grant Writing: Fund Development for Sustaining High Quality Programs
 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/184gn86
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0oduyrqzgrGNXMflDLjJdU9oB2WZPy4Dm3
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpceqgrTwpH9FBfbQcB7xz18tMEgWftrgS
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpceqgrTwpH9FBfbQcB7xz18tMEgWftrgS
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcuf-ioqDIqHNL43bqHHAiWQbE_ZabN2Akn
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpf-qprTojHtWymjzbHNzFhRhgpGWyyrGD
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpf-qprTojHtWymjzbHNzFhRhgpGWyyrGD
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtde-pqj0vHNe2AySfhgcX9zoheFSxRpXS
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Click here to register.

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.
 

Other Events
 

 Dec. 13: Afterschool Math Plus Curriculum Training (virtual; 12:30 – 1:45 pm)
 

Are you a program looking for an engaging math curriculum and resources you can
implement in your afterschool program immediately? In this workshop series, participants
will be introduced to After-School Math Plus, an evidence-based curriculum to support
students in developing a positive math identity by exploring mathematics in everyday
experiences. The highly engaging, hands-on curriculum also build students' awareness of

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkdO-grjIrHdZ4kOtsetCj5MmnkXN9x5Ej
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
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the importance of math skills for future educational choices and career options. The program
engages students in grades 3-8 who are attending afterschool programs. 

Join Here 
Meeting ID: 931 5017 3110 
 
 

 
Dec. 1: Techbridge Girls Equity Cohort (application deadline)
 
Research tells us that responsive learning environments can make all the difference in girls’
sustained interest in STEM. The STEM Equity Learning Community intensive training equips
afterschool program managers and site directors to have more equitable learning spaces
available for girls, especially Black, Indigenous, and Latina girls, across the U.S. 
 

The 2-hour, virtual STEM Equity Learning Community sessions are scheduled from January
to May on the second Wednesday of each month at 1pm Eastern. Each participant will
receive a $1500 stipend to participate. Apply here by December 1st. 
 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 

https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=63697bfcf2335d0f9101a33c&t=AFwhZf0bzVWc5NaRNfl2k58RvMAyelSxr9HzgKPNiBBadfcpuhDCGUwG2SoORL6YRyI_G2vFZ91LpEkPbZ9u-fzPEjdlBPMRMVmFSoZeUd_xSBSsp7TwnhqYnAtiv8LTw1xJ5cPza0j_&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstemnext.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dcda21f255e78a1bca37612b83%26id%3D5a26b0306d%26e%3Df600f1149d
https://stemnextopportunityfund.formstack.com/forms/tbg_stem_equity_cop
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
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Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.380919827&principleRef=4550.0.103532555&email=alysha%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

