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Spotlight: Heidi Hill 
 

The Network is pleased to spotlight Heidi Hill. Heidi is the director of
the Cortland City Child Development Day Care Program located at
Barry Elementary School in Cortland, New York. In 2017, Heidi came
to work with afterschool because she wanted a career that combined
her love for children and desire to be more involved in their growth
and development.
 
This past year, Heidi’s program had an unexpected influx of more
than 20 kindergarten children, mostly boys. Heidi had to quickly
adapt to be inclusive of younger kids. Heidi found a
“street/community carpet” and some matchbox cars, animals and
fences, street signs, and other accessories that kept many of the
kindergarteners endlessly entertained. Heidi also included in her
daily program large unit blocks she dusted off from storage. This is a
hugely popular area for boys and girls alike, and the building
structures the children create are awesome. Old favorites like Legos, board games, sensory
activities, science, dramatic play, art, and lots of physical activity choices in the gym or
outside are also offered daily.   
 
Heidi is presently working towards completing the school age child care credential. As
director, she has been implementing much of what is being taught in the credential distance
learning course and passing this knowledge on to her staff. In addition to the
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aforementioned activities, Heidi is also incorporating many enrichment activities into her
program to expand children’s learning and experiences.   
 
Heidi’s efforts have enabled her to deliver on what she views to be
the benefits of afterschool: safety and security. “The children are
safe,” said Heidi, “they have a place to go that is developmentally
appropriate, engaging, and fun.”    
 
Click here to learn more about earning your SAC Credential.

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Veterinarians Offering Career Education Programs for
Elementary Students 

 
Not many BIPOC students become veterinarians, and one reason is because they often
don’t see it as a profession that they would feel at home in.
 
To combat this, the NY State Veterinary Medical Society is offering a program for elementary
students that demonstrates that people like them can have a rewarding career in veterinary
medicine.
 
Developed by Purdue University, the VetaHumanz Program is a veterinary career education
program taught by certified veterinarians. The program provides 45-minute lessons covering
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) learning objectives that are both age
appropriate and fun.
 
If your program would be interested in the VetaHumanz program, please contact Tim
Atkinson at 518.869.7888 or tatkinson@nysvms.org.
 

Afterschool for all Challenge is Coming Up! 
 
The NYS Network for Youth Success is excited to participate in the Afterschool Alliance's
2022 Afterschool for All Challenge. This is an opportunity for supporters of afterschool,
summer and expanded learning program to show our federal lawmakers how important
afterschool programs are to youth and the families they serve.
 
The Network is coordinating meeting with New York's congressional delagation. We invite
you to participate in virtual meetings with Congress to help make the case for why we need
increased investments in initiatives like the 21st Century Community Schools Learning
Center (21st CCLC) Programs.
 

SIGN UP TO PARTICIPATE IN CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS
 
Other virtual events throughout the week of May 16 include:

Federal Opportunities for Afterschool Briefing (Tuesday, May 17): Join to learn more
about how to demonstrate to Congress that afterschool is leveraging ARP investments
and to make the case for increased ongoing federal investments.

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://vets.nysvms.org/home
https://vet.purdue.edu/vetahumanz/
mailto:tatkinson@nysvms.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-afterschool-challenge-tickets-292555851427
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Afterschool Call-in/Email Day (Wednesday, May 18)
Afterschool Tweetstorm (Thursday, May 19)

To become involved and continue recieving updates, register here. 
 
 

Celebrate National Space Day 
 
Are you ready for National Space Day?
It's an exciting time of year. Summer is almost here, and the end of the school year is getting
close, but other exciting things are happening too. National Space Day is Friday May 6! Take
this opportunity to learn more about space and the STEM behind it. 
 
Here are some fun activities to use in your programs as you celebrate National Space Day.

Can a Satellite Drop From the Sky Into Your Backyard? Watch this Q&A with
Sydney Hamilton, Aerospace Engineer as she talks about the science behind satellites.
DIY Model Satellite: Build your own model satellite.
Solar Print Fabric: Did you know the power of the sun can help you print images?
Learn how to create your own solar prints. 
Is Lava Rock the Key to Building the First Mars Base?  Explore lava rocks from
Hawaii and how they hold the key to constructing the first moon or Mars base.
Mission to Mars Learn how NASA is using sibling rovers Maggie and Curiosity, to
study the surface of Mars. 

 

 

Show the Nation How New York Does STEM in
Afterschool and You Could Win a $100 Gift Card! 

 

 
The Network for Youth Success is a part of the Million Girls Moonshot, helping afterschool
programs as they increase the quality of STEM learning opportunities for all young people,
especially for underserved and underrepresented youth.
 
The Moonshot will inspire and prepare the next generation of innovators by engaging one
million more girls in STEM learning opportunities through afterschool and summer programs

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-afterschool-challenge-tickets-292555851427
https://ifthen.widen.net/view/video/bggb4zzltr/QQ_Sydney_V07?x.share=true&x.portal_shortcode_generated=r6kos1la&x.app=portals
https://ifthen.widen.net/view/pdf/9zc1ftdv6p/CC_Episode_6_Downloadable?t.download=true&x.share=true&x.portal_shortcode_generated=r6kos1la&x.app=portals
https://ifthen.widen.net/view/pdf/vvzzacgopr/CC_Ep_07?t.download=true&x.share=true&x.portal_shortcode_generated=r6kos1la&x.app=portals
https://ifthen.widen.net/view/video/ps5dtgluej/MIUN_9319_EDISON_FULL_SOCIAL?x.share=true&x.portal_shortcode_generated=r6kos1la&x.app=portals
https://ifthen.widen.net/view/video/o9edngbcyd/MIUN_9308_TRUJILLO_FULL_SOCIAL_v1?x.share=true&x.portal_shortcode_generated=r6kos1la&x.app=portals
https://milliongirlsmoonshot.org/
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over the next five years. 
 
Every state is asking afterschool and summer programs to share more about how they do
STEM. Please join this important effort! Your answers will help us determine how we can
best support afterschool and summer programs statewide. The survey should take 5–10
minutes to complete. 
 
Everyone who responds will be entered into a drawing to win one of ten $100 Visa gift cards.
 

 

Mizzen By Mott 
 
The Mizzen by Mott app delivers inspiring and engaging activities that spark learning in
young people. Supported by the Mott Foundation, Mizzen is available at no cost to
afterschool professionals! Encourage partners to download the Mizzen by Mott app to
access STEM activities at the touch of a button!  You’ll find it in Mizzen here.
 
Featured Activities & Playlists

Playlist: Helping the Planet for 3rd - 5th Grade at Home—This playlist
encourages younger students to go outside and learn about ways to help the
environment. 
Playlist: Outdoor Activities for Middle School—This playlist is all about getting
outside and trying some STEM outdoors for middle-school youth. Activities include
building a mini greenhouse, designing an egg drop, and making a kite.
Module: INQ Up Earth and Space—Earth and Space is an inquiry and exploration-
based curriculum that uses hands-on activities focused on the relationship between
the earth, the solar system, and human impacts on our global environment. Best for
grades 6–8.

 

 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 

Jun. 14: Discover Science with Dr. Bear Round 3! (virtual; 10 am—12 pm)
 
Discover Science with Dr. Bear is back with no-cost curriculum training in STEAM!
Learn fun activities to engage K-5th grade youth in science! Round 3 of Discover SCIENCE
with Dr. Bear features art, science, and hands-on learning for elementary-aged children. Join

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MGM_afterschool_summer2022
https://app.mizzenapp.org/
https://app.mizzenapp.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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the Network for Youth Success and trainer Maryann Stimmer of FHI360 for a workshop on
Dr. Bear, where afterschool professionals and other informal educators can learn the
activities and bring them back to their programs. No prior experience with Dr. Bear is
required to attend.
 
Professionals who successfully complete the workshop will be eligible to earn a gift card,
pending participation in pre-and post-workshop surveys with the curriculum evaluation,
Knowlogy.
 
Note: This session will not count for OCFS mandated training hours.
 
Click here to register.
 

Check the Network for Youth Success events page
anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.

 

Other Events
 
May 3 and May 17: New York State Care for Communities (NYSCFC) Upcoming
Virtual Events
 
In an effort to support communities most adversely impacted by the pandemic, NYSCFC
provides free opportunities for staff from community-based and faith-based
organizations across NY state. These interactive sessions are a chance to connect with
colleagues, share ideas and challenges, and learn from one another. Each month may
highlight a specific topic, with a primary focus on family engagement and support.
Upcoming Events from NYSCFC:
May 3:  Understanding Essential SEL Practices & Approaches (1-2 pm)
May 17:  Integrating SEL Into Your Instructional Practices (9:30-10:30 am)
 
If you can't make it to a live event, check out the Asynchronous Wellness Modules (curated
resources about SEL, mindfulness, etc.) or additional free self-paced PD.
 
 

May. 17: STEAM Resources for Libraries (webinar; 2- 3 pm)
 
Libraries are instrumental in bringing high-quality STEAM experiences to their communities.
Join to learn about resources and opportunities specifically designed for libraries. In this
webinar, representatives from NASA's Universe of Learning, The National Citizen and
Community Science Library Network, and Leap into Science will join to share about
resources and opportunities that support STEAM programming at libraries.
 
Click here to register.
 

 May 20: The M in STEM: Making Math Meaningful (webinar; 2 pm)
 
This webinar from the NGCP will focus on engaging and supporting youth in mathematics.
Participants will learn from an AAAS IF/THEN® Ambassador who uses mathematics to
positively impact society and share best practices and resources to help make the M in
STEM meaningful and accessible in afterschool.
 
Click here to register.
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdOmhpjMoE9Gxb7FTqM63Uy0K9q3WnoGf
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12n9MrkueETFseNZWU-3iONrFzo1o_LHU/view?usp=sharing
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpc-mpqTguEtNhKsOXLTjZqegxoYWzHTuz
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtde6rrT8qHtHDyTo7qi-OS2optISOVydA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vnJv97pdV03gydDrLtWLJcthuwy9FHR-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fD3QKRF2UqtR6rkhCor2KqBC65DXZgTJqb-HLh4tr6g/edit
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=699
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpf-yuqzMpHdQlM_Zex4I8SVUHzs_Gb_I5


7/25/22, 12:56 PM New York State Network for Youth Success Mail - Spotlight on Heidi Hill, Afterschool for All Challenge, National Space Day, and …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d01bf710ca&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1739344397584157188&simpl=msg-f%3A17393443975… 6/6

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.331832337&testEmail=true&principleRef=4550.0.243672087&email=regional%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

