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Spotlight: 2022 Annual Conference Award Recipients 
 
In just a few weeks we will be presenting the Network for Youth Success Awards at our 2022
School's Out, Make it Count! Conference. Please join us in congratulating our award
recipients.
 
The Network for Youth Success Quality Leadership Award
 

 Brendan Manning
 
 Brendan Manning is the Vice President of Education and 
 Environment at the Associated General Contractors of New York 
 State (AGC NYS), New York’s leading construction industry 
 association. Brendan acts as an industry liaison with state agencies
and authorities, legislators, and the governor. Brendan also oversees
an executive level partnering program with the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation.

 
Brendan is pleased to serve as treasurer and administrator of the ACE (Architecture,
Construction and Engineering) Mentoring Program of Upstate New York, which mentors high
school students in all phases of the construction industry.
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Maurice Rawls
 
Maurice Rawls has been actively involved in youth development for
the better part of a decade. He has held a wide array of positions
with various non-profit agencies in New York City. He currently
serves as the Manhattan Program Supervisor for Grand St
Settlement’s Youth Services Department.
 
Maurice holds a BA in History with a minor in African-American
Studies from State University of New York at Oswego. In 2020, he
successfully completed Baruch College's Emerging Leaders Program
through the United Neighborhood Houses and Austin W Marxe
School of Public and International Affairs.
 

 
Kristina Kleeh
 
Kristina Kleeh worked for Just for Kids during college, and she returned to the organization
after completing her degree in School Psychology from Alfred University and working as a
school psychologist. In 2007, Kristina took the reins as Just for Kids' Director of School Age
Programs. 
 
Under Kristina's leadership and design, Just for Kids grew from serving only the families of
the Williamsville Central school district to employing 130+ staff and serving over 1,400 youth
annually across 17 school-based programs.
 

 
The Network for Youth Success Exemplary Award of Professionalism
 
Diane Shirley-Wright
 
Diane Shirley-Wright is an NYS SAC Credential instructor, advisor,
and endorser. She is the founder of DS Health and Safety Trainings,
Inc., which specializes in offering a holistic approach to wellness
through the mind, body, and heart. She is on a mission to support
professionals in meeting their personal and professional goals.
 
Diane brings with her over 15 years of experience in teaching,
program development and implementation, family programming and public-school
partnerships. Throughout her various ventures, she aims to inspire and educate all people
about whole-body health, wellness, and relationships.
 
 
 

 Majestic Tillman
 
 Majestic Tillman is currently a Site Supervisor with the Capital 
 District YMCA, where he has worked for over 12 years. Born and 
 raised in Albany, Majestic’s goal is to create a program that is 
 community-based so children can experience an environment where
staff and peers care about them and their voices are heard.

Majestic has already created a safe and fun environment through his program with the
Guilderland YMCA where children are able to explore all their talents and be themselves.
 
Ydhelca Perez
 
Ydhelca Perez joined New York Edge—the largest provider of school-based afterschool and
summer programming in New York City—in 2017. As New York Edge’s summer program
manager, she is responsible for ensuring the organization’s 100+ summer camp sites offer



4/7/22, 11:00 AM New York State Network for Youth Success Mail - Spotlight on Annual Conference Award Recipients, Funding for Summer Engine…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d01bf710ca&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1729461971847055067&simpl=msg-f%3A17294619718… 3/8

exceptional programming in a safe and secure environment that fosters growth and
development.
 
Last summer, as a result of Ydhelca’s efforts, New York Edge served more than 10,000
students and played an instrumental role in reintegrating youth into an in-person
environment, thereby laying the foundation for a strong start to the academic year.
 

 
The Network for Youth Success Program Award of Excellence and
Innovation
 

NEW YORK EDGE (Human Resources & Training Department),
Lavern Mason-Howard
 
 Lavern Mason-Howard began working in the afterschool field in 2002. 
 In 2013, Lavern began working with New York Edge in their Summer 
 Programs Division, where she now serves as Director of Training and 
 Employee Engagement.
 
 In her role, she works to develop and implement training programs for
1,500 employees and maintain systems for tracking training records 
 across the organization. She oversees the administration of these 
 trainings to ensure afterschool staff are prepared in all aspects of their
role. 
 

Registration for the 2022 School's Out, Make it Count Annual Virutal Conference closes on
Friday April 1st. 
 
Click here to register.

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Funding for 2022 Engineering Summer Programs 
 

 Are you leading engineering activities in 
 summer of 2022?
 
If you expect to be conducting an engineering  camp
or leading engineering activities for middle  school
youth this summer, you may be able to help with the
Million Girls Moonshot evaluation. In  exchange for
your assistance, Million Girls Moonshot will provide
$2,000 for program expenses and a $1,000 stipend

for the facilitator. 
 
Click here to apply by April 15, 2022.
 

Action Alert: Afterschool Investments Must Go Beyond
Sustaining Programs

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://stemnextopportunityfund.formstack.com/forms/summer_engineeringmindset_assessment
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The New York Assembly and Senate one-house proposal make important restorations but
do not include significant investment in the afterschool field. As table negotiations occur,
there is still time to make a difference.
 
In only one week, the FY2022-2023 budget will be finalized. We must fight to ensure that
the state provides INCREASED—not sustained—afterschool investments.  
 
1. TWEET at these leaders urging them to prioritize afterschool in the final budget
negotiations.
 
Governor Hochul: @GovKathyHochul
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie: @CarlHeastie
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins: @AndreaSCousins
 
2. EMAIL your representatives urging them to prioritize afterschool in the final budget
negotiations.

VIEW FULL TOOLKIT 
 

 

State Legislature Calls for Increased Investments in
Child Care 

 

The New York State Senate and Assembly budget proposals call for billions in child care
investments. Current proposals would expand eligibility beyond 200% of the poverty level
and provide additional supports to child care providers and workforce. 
 
However, the Network for Youth Success and its child care partners believe that high-quality
child care in New York must be built on an aligned, coordinated, and accessible continuum
of care system, including for school-age children. 
 
Why does it matter for afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs?

For many families, school-age child care is a necessity.
About 41% of subsidies for school-age children in New York go to SACC programs. 
The child care system is interconnected to high-quality afterschool programs.
The universal child care structure and infrastructure will affect afterschool, summer,
and expanded learning programs.
Access to high-quality school-age care provides economic stability for families who
rely on before-school, afterschool, summer, and other expanded learning programs to

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mTO8z3O8QEwR3JExxrmeaA6KyT-GBbo2qTEn6T8gUQY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mTO8z3O8QEwR3JExxrmeaA6KyT-GBbo2qTEn6T8gUQY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mTO8z3O8QEwR3JExxrmeaA6KyT-GBbo2qTEn6T8gUQY/edit?usp=sharing
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balance work and life.

We invite you to join the Network in a tweetstorm to share with legislators the six reasons
why New York must ensure that child care investments include support for school-age
children!
 

ACCESS SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLKIT HERE. 
 

Survey Findings: Pandemic Investment in Afterschool
and Summer Learning Program is Here to Stay 

 
 
Some exciting news from our colleagues at the
National League of Cities (NLC)! Their new survey
findings report, “Meeting the Moment: Cities Investing
in Young People to Support Pandemic Recovery and
Beyond,” found that the number of cities funding
afterschool and summer learning programs during the
pandemic recovery has surpassed pre-pandemic
levels.
 
Cities are making use of federal American
Rescue Plan Act and CARES funds, along with their
general funds, to expand their programming. Perhaps
most encouragingly, these investments are not temporary. Two-thirds of municipal officials
say they plan on continuing to increase their investments in afterschool and summer
programming once the pandemic ends.
 
These findings are very exciting and signal a major win for youth and families across the
country. NLC has released this new report along with an accompanying interactive data
dashboard which reveals the evolution of municipal investments in afterschool and summer
learning programs throughout the pandemic. 
 
Click here to access the survey and full data dashboard.
 
For more information about the survey or data dashboard, please contact
educationexpandedlearning@nlc.org.
 

 

NY Project Hope Continues to Provide Emotional
Support to Navigate the Uncertainty of COVID-19 

 
Uncertainty. That is a word that is frequently heard at NY Project Hope.  
 
The uncertainty due to continued changes caused by COVID-19 has understandably caused
many New Yorkers stress and anxiety. It has been a challenging two years, and NY Project
Hope understands.  
 
NY Project Hope is a FEMA-funded program that provides emotional support for NYS
residents in response to COVID-19.  
Services include: 

An Emotional Support Helpline: The statewide helpline is staffed by trained crisis
counselors who help callers talk through their emotions and find resources to help
them cope with the challenges of COVID. The helpline is open every day between 8
am-10 pm by calling 1-844-863-9314. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-V51USHbKSxDaGkYz-oe9H2R0FvO4q0DkRgYAOWPV1c/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nlc.org/resource/meeting-the-momentcities-increase-investmentsin-young-people-to-supportpandemic-recoveryand-beyond/
mailto:educationexpandedlearning@nlc.org
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Online Wellness Groups: Virtual discussion
groups, facilitated by trained crisis counselors,
provide emotional support to help people cope
with changes caused by COVID. These free,
confidential groups are open to all; no
registration is required.  
Local Crisis Counseling Providers: Local NY
Project Hope COVID-19-related crisis
counseling is available in several NYS
counties, including Broome, Dutchess, Erie,
Nassau, NYC (all boroughs), Niagara, Oneida,
Orange, Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester. 
Supportive Resources: NY Project Hope
offers digital educational materials, a supportive
social media presence, and a website filled with
resources and relevant materials that folks can
access anytime at www.nyprojecthope.org.
Public Education: Contact Cheryl.Gerstler@omh.ny.gov to learn more about virtual
presentations. 

Since the pandemic began in 2020, more than 85,000 people have called the Emotional
Support Helpline to talk with trained crisis counselors and over five million people have
logged onto NYProjectHope.org to find links to community resources as well as information
and coping tips. NY Project Hope is here for ALL New York State Residents!
 
 

 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 

 
Apr. 8–9: School's Out, Make it Count! Annual Conference 
 
Registration for the 2022 Annual Virtual Conference closes Friday, April 1st! Enjoy the
same benefits of the in-person conference from the comfort and convenience of your home.
Participate in 10 hours of training, featuring topics on leadership, STEAM, inclusion, and
more! Check out the brochure here. 
 
All paid registrants for the conference, regardless of date of registration, will be offered the
opportunity to activate a free 1-Year Individual Membership to the Network. The link to
activate will be shared after the conference concludes. Current members will be offered a
free one-year extension to their membership.
 
Check out our conference web page for the latest news and information.
 
Click here to register!
 

https://nyprojecthope.org/
mailto:cheryl.gerstler@omh.ny.gov
https://nyprojecthope.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/virtual-brochure/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Conference-1-1-1-1.html
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Apr. 27: Discover Science with Dr. Bear (virtual; 10 am—12 pm)

Discover Science with Dr. Bear is back with no-cost curriculum training in STEAM!

Learn fun activities to engage K-5th grade youth in science! Round 2 of Discover SCIENCE
with Dr. Bear features art, science, and hands-on learning for elementary-aged children. Join
the Network for Youth Success and trainer Maryann Stimmer of FHI360 for a workshop on
Dr. Bear, where afterschool professionals and other informal educators can learn the
activities and bring them back to their programs. No prior experience with Dr. Bear is
required to attend.

Professionals who successfully complete the workshop will be eligible to earn a gift card,
pending participation in pre-and post-workshop surveys with the curriculum evaluation,
Knowlogy.

Note: This session will not count for OCFS mandated training hours.

Click here to register.
 
 

Check the Network for Youth Success events page
anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.

 

Other Events
 
Mar. 24: Women in STEM Careers (11:30 am–1 pm)
 
Join Rio Salado College and celebrate Women’s History Month with a webinar on “Women
in STEM Careers.” The STEM-focused (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics)
event will highlight both the challenges and successes of women in STEM.
 
Click here to register.
 

Apr. 12: Monthly Community of Practice (virtual; 9–10 am) 
 
In an effort to support communities most adversely impacted by the
pandemic, New York State Cares for Communities
(NYSCFC) provides free opportunities for staff from community-
based and faith-based organizations across NY state. These
interactive sessions are a chance to connect with colleagues, share
ideas and challenges, and learn from one another. Each month may
highlight a specific topic, with a primary focus on family engagement
and support.
 
To register, click here.
 

Apr. 20: The M in STEM: Math in Everyday Life (webinar; 2 pm)
 
Focus on ways math is prevalent and relevant in everyday life, including in afterschool
spaces. learn about ways to recognize and embrace authentic math moments and activities
to help engage afterschool youth in math. 
 
Click here to register.
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUudO2oqzsvG9WuXytwb6XO2PXBX9x_m-Um
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrde2spzMrH91I1p3Lwm1uDeozhfCvjCN7
https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/nyscfc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12n9MrkueETFseNZWU-3iONrFzo1o_LHU/view?usp=sharing
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErf-mvpzkpGtP8jiJnYpma8Td_Pyik2Kak
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfuyhrzIvHdCFXhG5OfYqzkAJivTr1Tka
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Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.322584631&testEmail=true&principleRef=4550.0.243672087&email=regional%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

