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Spotlight: Meet a Few of this Year's Annual Conference
Presenters 

 
With the Annual Conference just weeks away, the Network for Youth Success is pleased to
introduce you to some of the presenters who will be leading virtual sessions. 
 

Meet Emily Forman
 
Emily joined the kid-grit ambassador team in 2019. Previously, she 
 spent 4 years, as the Regional Program Director for a national 
 afterschool programming nonprofit and 12 years as a teacher and 
 administrator in New York public and charter school. She taught in 
 Brooklyn as a tenured DOE math teacher and dance teacher, where 
her two master's degrees focused on supporting the devlopment of 
the whole child. 
 

Emily was instrumental in turnaround initiatives as Director of School Culture in two K-8
schools. In her administrative capacity, she oversaw professional development of new
teachers and support staff, school-day and afterschool enrichment, school and community
culture, and the creation and oversight of student support systems for those with social and
emotional lagging skills. Emily’s master’s research focused on experiential learning,
community empowerment, and systems-thinking staff development.
 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
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She is now involved in heart-centered transformational work, where she infuses
mindfulness, spiritual, and somatic practices into life-coaching. Emily is a professor for
CUNY, guiding educators through a self-reflective process to incorporate DEI principles in
their teaching methods and materials in support of all learners.
 
During the Annual Conference, Emily will be presenting Holistic Wellness Wheel
Exploration: 10 Ways to Develop Self-Awareness for Students and Staff.

 
Meet Tibisay Hernandez
 
Tibisay has over 15 years of experience in the educational
environment as well as deep expertise in diversity, equity, and
inclusion initiatives. Tibisay is a certified implicit bias facilitator for the
National Training Institute for Racial Equity and trains extensively on
cultural responsiveness and inequity.
 
Prior to joining Grand River Solutions, Tibisay spent six years
working with the University at Albany developing DEI curriculum and
measures to address implicit bias at the personal, organizational, and cultural level.
 
She is currently a doctoral candidate in the University at Albany’s Education, Theory, and
Practice program. Her research interests include the impact of cultural differences and
intercultural communication styles on support structures for first-generation college students.
 
During the Annual Conference, Tibisay will be training a diversity and inclusion
session Bias: An Unconscious Threat to Education Equity.

 
Meet Tinnycua Williams
 

 
Tinnycua believes in the power of strength-based programming for
children and families through empowerment.
 
A Professional Development trainer, facilitator, and coach who has
worked with youth development professionals, Tinnycua’s current
work as the Professional Development Quality Assurance Specialist

with New York Works for Children, Aspire Registry focuses on supporting the professional
development needs of the early childhood workforce, specifically Early Childhood Directors
and Trainers.
 
With over 16 years of experience, Williams has served in several roles, including tutor and
School-Age Childcare Director with programs throughout New York City. A certified NYS T-
Tap School-Age Professional Development Specialist, Tinnycua is a SAC Credentialed
Professional and certified SAC Credential Advisor.
 
During the Annual Conference, Tinnycua will be leading the session Planning High-
Quality Professional Development: The Aspire Way.

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

A Call for Papers: Special Issue of Children and Schools 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
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 Organized activities during afterschool have been a crucial 
 support to children, youth, and families coping with the   dual
pandemics of COVID-19 and racial injustice.   Afterschool
can include afterschool programs,   extracurricular activities,
summer programs, expanded   learning opportunities, and
other youth programs offered   through community schools
and 21st Century Community   Learning Centers. These
programs are well situated to   holistically address not only
academic learning loss, but   also “emotional loss” from
missed social and developmental opportunities during
COVID-19 closures.

 
Prevailing afterschool research has mostly focused on documenting programmatic
outcomes. More research is needed to determine how afterschool engages questions of
equity, power, and justice in critical ways that promote positive youth development and
citizenship.
 
Here’s where you can help! For this special issue of Organized Activities during Out-of-
School Time as a Tool for Social Justice, is issuing a call for papers that advance the
conversation on how educators, school social workers, school-based mental health
providers, and other professionals can utilize afterschool programs to advance equity and
social justice.
 
Submissions should address one or more of the following areas:

Afterschool programs as radical spaces for disadvantaged and marginalized youth,
including studies of best practices, staff training and development, youth
engagement, transformative emotional learning, and connections/integration with
schools.
Power, privilege, diversity, equity, inclusion, accessibility, funding, and resource
distribution within afterschool.
Integration of critical social theory with quantitative methods (e.g., Quantitative
Critical, "QuantCrit") to investigate afterschool programs.

 
Interested authors should submit abstracts of 500 words or fewer by March 31, 2022,
through the online submission portal (registration required). Manuscripts may be submitted
as full-length articles (20 pages), Practice Highlights (six pages), or As Readers See It
columns (two pages). Please indicate that your submission is intended for the OST special
issue. Selected authors will be invited to submit full manuscripts by June 30, 2022.
 

Spring for Afterschool Day of Action 
 
The Network for Youth Success’ Spring for Afterschool Day of Action is March 9. We’ll be
advocating for afterschool, summer, and other expanded learning opportunities that have
provided critical services to families to help overcome challenges presented by COVID-19.
Join us and urge the governor and state legislature to provide significant investment for
afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs.
 
The Network would like your support to ensure that this year’s enacted budget includes
funding for afterschool programs. To learn more, see the afterschool budget priorities. 
 
We also need your help to support our efforts to communicate the importance of funding and
supporting afterschool programs this budget season. We have created a phone and email
script and sample tweets for you to use to connect with your legislators. 

http://cs.msubmit.net/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/fy-2023-afterschool-priorities-1.7.pdf
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Access the scripts and tweets in English or Spanish. 
 

 

Action Alert: Show Support for Universal Child Care in
New York 

 
 The Empire State Campaign for Child Care is 
 continuing the push for universal child care to be 
 included in this year’s state budget. Currently, the 
 Senate and Assembly are discussing and debating 
 their proposed budgets which will be released in 
 mid-March. In a time when New York experienced 
 an influx of funding and a state surplus, we need   to
express the importance of investments in the   child
care system. We need to make sure our State
Senators and Assembly members include a $5 
 billion investment in building a universal child care 
 system for New Yorkers in their budget proposals. 

 Show your support for investments in universal child
care! Click here to email your state legislators.

 

Power of Us Workforce Survey 
 
Every person who works with young people is committed to helping them thrive. On athletic
fields, in afterschool programs, in libraries, and in faith-based institutions, youth-serving
professionals and volunteers are making a difference every day. Through the Power of Us
Workforce Survey, administered by the American Institutes for Research (AIR), youth-
serving professionals and volunteers can contribute to a national effort to explore, define,
and elevate their profession. The data from the survey can help to inform policy, practice,
and further research to better support the workforce.
 
If you complete the survey, you will be entered into a monthly drawing for a $100 Amazon
gift card (10 winners per month).
 
If you have any questions or concerns about this survey, please contact powerofus@air.org
or call toll-free at (844) 849-5247.
 
Click here to complete the survey.

 

Women's History Month Resource Toolkit 
 
March marks the beginning of
Women’s History month. What
was originally known as
“Women’s History Week” in
1982, has deservedly
transformed over the years
into an entire month aimed at recognizing and celebrating the contributions of women in our
society.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mTO8z3O8QEwR3JExxrmeaA6KyT-GBbo2qTEn6T8gUQY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jYAcY5XRZsc9F-n_0_we65m7ByynmnVX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108291228096212565647&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnkn8cI30ezl5gC_vbst8sjINe4IKLnRZZLqofwg-hAq4BYp3FbbvrEl-UEY0nnptfTXsnoboe3ZfRrXjwgGMux8zi12FLfDmsrMW9gMnHmGg7p9JmzQ4ckp8D6dWaqfMGGUZ5D_D9qzAYE-ZrOrWmUANhhO_fblQcT7OSw-mBAJhgwRRg2g-VIxgCvhYRIXvKvHsshQd0d6gl5aEYqIA9FGUyQySa55D5pu-ywTtIGiR_DWjK4TaW_zYgof87LpIWojagxaRY_6wHnJcgSFuWNHn7h1z4xAkuOj3pr14YWbsNvZxSX6nwJPO6d60DpGSadBpGgId9k71pn-oWZ53JCZ/3jz/lm_n0av_SeyQ5qPhcBPBSg/h0/apTxoDEnJordAQ5_GONkWa6_FMpI_3g-1eEZQuA3r9k
mailto:powerofus@air.org
https://powerofussurvey.org/
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Celebrate Women’s History month with this Resource Toolkit (PDF 731) which contains
lesson plans, discussion guides, posters, social media, and movies about the struggle for
women’s equality in the United States, as well as women’s rights globally.
 

Get Ready for Summer Series 
 
The National Summer Learning Association's free
and virtual Summer Planning Bootcamp will provide
youth-serving organizations with tools and best
practices to meet the challenges of unfinished
learning and educational inequity head on. Led by
dynamic leaders, sessions will delve into strategies to
accelerate learning, build critical partnerships, and
plan successful strategies to scale impact in a
sustainable and measurable way. 
 
Day 1: March 30, 1—3 pm
 
The Impact of COVID-19: What We Know about Young People Today
 
Knowing the landscape helps us design summer learning opportunities that meet the acute
needs of young people today. In this session, we explore the research and data telling us
the current state of the academic, mental, and physical well-being of children and families.
With the data in hand, we’ll consider how to create strategies that meet this moment in time
and help young people recover and thrive.
 
Recruitment, Retention and Relationships: Supporting Staff to Support Youth
 
Everyone is talking about the workforce crisis in all sectors, including the youth-serving
fields. Could the “great resignation” be the “great opportunity” for people seeking interesting,
flexible opportunities to help young people thrive. What’s known is that we need to think
creatively and plan strategically to find and retain excellent staff that knows how to build
relationships with young people. In this session, we’ll share tools and strategies to develop a
strong workforce ready to make a difference this summer.
 
Day 2 - March 31, 1—3 pm
 
Engaging, and Important Content: Incorporating Innovative Health, Fitness, Arts, and
Academic Learning In Summer Learning
 
Summer learning should be fun. And it must be enthralling so young people engage and
gain the skills and knowledge they need to recover and get ahead. In this session, we’ll dive
into programs that have proven strategies, tools and curriculum that can be applied in your
summer learning program. We’ll talk about how to access and apply learning strategies that
ensure children and youth enjoy their summer.
 
Investment of a Generation: Accessing and Leveraging Funding and Partnerships
 
It’s clear: summer learning matters. Policymakers and funders at national, state, and local
levels are aware of the impact of summer learning and are making big bets that it will be a
key strategy to helping young people in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis. In this session,
we’ll explore how to access those investments and ensure impact. We’ll consider how to
leverage partnerships across sectors, including schools, community-based organizations,
business and more to make the most of the investment of public funding.
 
 
Click here to register for this event. 

https://app.box.com/s/uoy2ua30zpl1m0duajgotdtogtgsy6kg
https://www.summerlearning.org/summer-bootcamp/
https://www.summerlearning.org/summer-bootcamp/
https://www.summerlearning.org/summer-bootcamp/
https://www.summerlearning.org/summer-bootcamp/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eySiYYfCQsixJnRU33J_zw
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Network for Youth Success Events 
 

 
Apr. 8–9: School's Out, Make it Count! Annual Conference (NOW VIRTUAL!) 
 
Registration for the 2022 Annual Virtual Conference is now OPEN! Enjoy the same benefits
of the in-person conference from the comfort and convenience of your home. Participate
in 10 hours of training, featuring topics on leadership, STEAM, inclusion, and more!  
 
All paid registrants for the conference, regardless of date of registration, will be offered the
opportunity to activate a free 1-Year Individual Membership to the Network. The link to
activate will be shared after the conference concludes. Current members will be offered a
free one-year extension to their membership.
 
Check out our conference web page for the latest news and information.
 
Click here to register!
 

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.
 

Other Events
How afterschool programs can help families apply for the expanded child tax credit
(pre-recorded webinar)
 
The Coalition for Human Needs (CHN) hosted a webinar to help get out information on the
expanded child tax credit and how to help families claim their credit. Ninety percent of kids in
the U.S. are eligible for the expanded child tax credit and their parents/guardians can
receive up to $3,600 per child if they file tax returns this year. Afterschool programs can help
families claim the credit. You don't have to be a tax expert to help! Programs can send text
messages or emails to families about the credit and where they can get tax assistance, send
flyers home with children, host "tax nights" with local tax or immigration experts to help
answer families' questions, and review the documents needed to file taxes and more.
 
Click here to watch the webinar.
 

Mar. 9: Monthly Community of Practice (virtual; 1–2 pm) 
 
In an effort to support communities most adversely impacted by the pandemic, New York
State Cares for Communities (NYSCFC) provides free opportunities for staff from

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Conference-1-1-1-1.html
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qruQcCsVt_M
https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/nyscfc/
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community-based and faith-based organizations across NY state.
These interactive sessions are a chance to connect with colleagues,
share ideas and challenges, and learn from one another. Each month
may highlight a specific topic, with a primary focus on family
engagement and support.
 
To register, click here.

Apr. 20: The M in STEM: Math in Everyday Life (virtual; 2 pm)
 
Focus on ways math is prevalent and relevant in everyday life, including in afterschool
spaces. learn about ways to recognize and embrace authentic math moments and activities
to help engage afterschool youth in math. 
 
Click here to register.
 
 

 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12n9MrkueETFseNZWU-3iONrFzo1o_LHU/view?usp=sharing
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErf-mvpzkpGtP8jiJnYpma8Td_Pyik2Kak
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfuyhrzIvHdCFXhG5OfYqzkAJivTr1Tka
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.319448117&testEmail=true&principleRef=4550.0.243672087&email=regional%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

