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Spotlight: Ralph Singh, Wisdom Thinkers Network Chair
and CEO 

 
 
Ralph Singh is the Chair and CEO of Wisdom Thinkers Network. Wisdom Thinkers Network
is a sponsor at this weekend's Annual Conference.
 
As the chief storyteller, Ralph's passion is to help kids find "their"
story and realize they can change the story of the world! Ralph has
10 years' experience in training and providing social emotional and
character education through culturally responsive stories. He also
uses his platform to connect with teachers to find new ways to
engage all students.
 
Wisdom Thinkers Network's mission is to connect the world—
especially children—through the shared wisdom of our stories, which
ultimately strengthens the social fabric and fosters more compassion,
inclusivity, and civility. The Wisdom Thinkers Network staff provides
teachers with tools to integrate transformative social emotional
learning into their curriculum and connect to students through
storytelling.
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Wisdom Thinkers Network even used storytelling to overcome resistance to COVID safety
protocols with a story about self-control, "The Turtle Who Couldn't Keep His Mouth Shut."
This story about Snappy the Turtle was turned into a poster contest and community activity
to encourage self-control around COVID-19 safety. The community rallied together and was
able to "Help Snappy Slow the Spread" and change the story from hate to love!

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 
April is Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Month, and our friends over at Prevent Child Abuse
New York (PCANY) have kicked off an advocacy campaign. Throughout this month-long
campaign, PCANY will promote simple actions that can make a big difference in the lives of
children by strengthening families and communities.
 
The theme this year is "This Is Prevention." PCANY will be focusing on what prevention of
child abuse means, and how we can play a role in that primary prevention.
 
Here are ways that you can become a Prevention Champion:

Follow PCANY on social media. Find them on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
LinkedIn, and TikTok. Follow, like, and share to stay updated on CAP Month events
and PCANY's work to end child abuse in New York State.
Wear blue and share a selfie on social media. Help PCANY turn social media
blue on April 12th (Go Blue Day in NYS) to show your support for New York’s children
and families. All you have to do is wear blue, take a selfie, and share it on social
media with the hash tags #GoBlueDay2022 #GoBlue4NYKids. 
Learn more about Protective Factors to support families in your community.
Visit the PCANY website for more information on ways to support families, reduce
stress, and decrease the likelihood of abuse occurring.

 

National Robotics Week 
 
National Robotics Week (RoboWeek) is April 2—10!
 
RoboWeek is a series of events and activities
aimed at increasing public awareness of the
strength and importance of the U.S. robotics
industry. Moreover, Robotics Week will
examine the tremendous social and cultural impact that robotics will have on the future. 
 
The National Robotics Week website has a resource library full of educational, robotic-
themed activities. There are age-appropriate activities from early education all the way up
through college/professional learning.
 
AI experiments with Google  
 
AI Experiments is a showcase for simple experiments that make it easier for anyone to start
exploring machine learning, through pictures, drawings, language, music, and more.

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://www.facebook.com/preventchildabuseny
https://twitter.com/PCA_NY
https://www.instagram.com/preventchildabuseny/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/prevent-child-abuse-new-york
https://www.tiktok.com/@pcanewyork
https://www.preventchildabuseny.org/
https://www.nationalroboticsweek.org/
https://experiments.withgoogle.com/collection/ai
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 Tinkercad and
Instructables Projects for
RoboWeek
 
Created by the Spark!Lab

Smithsonian, the new Invent a Device That Moves Through a
Pipe Tinkercad lesson plan is designed for students in middle
school through high school and aligns with ISTE and
Common Core math standards (grades 5 – 6). Explore steps
in the invention process (Think It, Explore It, Sketch It, Create
It, Try It, Tweak It, and Share It), research common roles pipes play in everyday life and in
the field of robotics, and then brainstorm and create your own invention using Tinkercad or
art materials.
 
Explore these activities and more on the National Robotics Week website. 
 

Survey Results: Impact of Reimbursement Model
Changes on State-Funded Afterschool Programs 

 
The NYS Network for Youth Success conducted a survey from February 22–March 4 to
learn about the extent to which the attendance-based reimbursement model for funding
afterschool programs in New York has affected programs. This change has resulted in
significant operations, structural, administrative, and financial challenges associated with
running an Advantage After School or Empire State After-School program. The survey found
that: 

About 75% of respondents anticipate losing funding based on the new
attendance-based reimbursement model 
Of the respondents that currently have state-funded afterschool programs, more than
65% either do not plan to or are uncertain of applying for these funds in the
future. 
The total amount of anticipated funding loss was $3.9M for Advantage (or
approximately 12% of the entire grant), and $7.8M for Empire (or approximately
14% of the entire grant)

Respondents reported that this change also resulted in quality reduction, administrative
challenges, financial challenges, and limited program availability. 
 
To see the full results, click here.

 

Wave 7 of the COVID and Afterschool Survey Series 
 
 
Take the Afterschool Alliance's Afterschool in the Time of COVID-19 survey to help
document the ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact your program, to
identify the supports your program is providing to the children and families in your
community, and to lift up the short- and long-term effects of COVID-19 on the afterschool
field as a whole. 
 

https://blog.tinkercad.com/tinkercad-and-instructables-projects-for-national-robotics-week
https://invention.si.edu/try/sparklab
https://www.tinkercad.com/lessonplans/invent-a-device-that-can-move-through-a-pipe
https://www.nationalroboticsweek.org/resources
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CcmIjtL-14imZJMSfsaA60lkVPBh1Cq_/view?usp=sharing
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Those who complete the survey will be entered into a drawing for the chance to win a $50
gift card!
 
The survey should take approximately 10 minutes of your time and your responses will be
anonymous. It will close on Sunday, April 10 at 11:59 pm PST.
 
To complete the survey, click here.
 

 

NYSED's Accountability Restart Survey 
 

Want to provide input into the state's plan for
determining school accountability?
 
The New York State Education Department
(NYSED) is accepting stakeholder input on
possible modifications to New York State’s

accountability re-start plan for determining school accountability based on results from the
2021-22 school year. They are seeking input from teachers, principals, superintendents,
parents, and other stakeholders. 
 
To help inform survey feedback, NYSED has also prepared a webinar recording,
which provides an overview of the recent accountability waiver denial, flexibilities and
constraints given by the United States Department of Education for restarting the
accountability system, and a description of the state of the accountability indicators in the
2021-22 school year. Further information is available by clicking on "Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) Accountability Restart" here. 
 
Click here to take A Survey for Possible Accountability System Modifications for the 2021-
22 School Year. Survey open through 5:00 PM EST on April 29th. 
 
Any questions related to the survey and/or webinar can be sent to accountinfo@nysed.gov.
 

 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 

 
May. 11: SAC Credential Endorser Training (Virtual) 
 
SAC Credential Endorsers are representatives of the Network, who, at least twice per year,
conduct observations of SAC Credential Candidates across the state.  Endorsers should
have knowledge of the SAC Credential standards and process, experience working in

https://3to6.co/survey
https://vimeo.com/694493307
http://www.nysed.gov/accountability/school-and-district-accountability
https://forms.office.com/r/B3CiN6EeDr
mailto:accountinfo@nysed.gov
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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afterschool programs, and an understanding of regulations best practice in New York State.
Endorsers receive a $120 stipend (plus mileage) for each visit they conduct.
 
For full list of requirements, please see page 15 of our SAC Credential Manual.
 
Apply to be accepted to take this ONCE PER YEAR Endorser Training Now: 
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/sacc-advisor-endorser-instructor/
 
Submit your applications by April 13 to get into the next training!
 

Apr. 27: Discover Science with Dr. Bear (virtual; 10 am—12 pm)

Discover Science with Dr. Bear is back with no-cost curriculum training in STEAM!

Learn fun activities to engage K-5th grade youth in science! Round 2 of Discover SCIENCE
with Dr. Bear features art, science, and hands-on learning for elementary-aged children. Join
the Network for Youth Success and trainer Maryann Stimmer of FHI360 for a workshop on
Dr. Bear, where afterschool professionals and other informal educators can learn the
activities and bring them back to their programs. No prior experience with Dr. Bear is
required to attend.

Professionals who successfully complete the workshop will be eligible to earn a gift card,
pending participation in pre-and post-workshop surveys with the curriculum evaluation,
Knowlogy.

Note: This session will not count for OCFS mandated training hours.

Click here to register.
 
 

Check the Network for Youth Success events page
anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.

 

Other Events
 
Apr. 6: Families & STEAM: Strengthening Relationships & Building Partnerships (4–5
PM)
 
Join NGCP and Linda Kekelis of STEM Next as they explore ways to strengthen
relationships and build partnerships with families to create equitable and accessible STEAM
learning for youth. Family engagement in STEAM can come in many forms—STEAM nights,
science fairs, family newsletters, etc. But how can you move into a deeper partnership with
families in the service of STEAM learning? 
 
In this webinar, hear from practitioners and researchers who are working to deepen
engagement with youth and their families to intentionally support equity in and access to
STEAM opportunities. You will hear about strategies, examples, and current research, and
will have the opportunity to ask questions.
 
Click here to register.
 

Apr. 12: Monthly Community of Practice, Spring Reset- Battling Burnout and
Supporting Staff (9 am–10 am) 
 

http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2018-Manual-9.10.18.pdf
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/sacc-advisor-endorser-instructor/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUudO2oqzsvG9WuXytwb6XO2PXBX9x_m-Um
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=684
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In an effort to support communities most adversely impacted by the
pandemic, New York State Cares for Communities
(NYSCFC) provides free opportunities for staff from community-
based and faith-based organizations across NY state. These
interactive sessions are a chance to connect with colleagues, share
ideas and challenges, and learn from one another. Each month may
highlight a specific topic, with a primary focus on family engagement
and support.
 
To register, click here.
 

 
Apr. 19: New York State Care for Communities- Family Engagement Session (Virtual;
10 AM)
 
The effects of the pandemic have created many barriers to engaging with families, while
also providing unique opportunities for building trust and relationships. Youth programs have
modified approaches to meet the needs of parents, guardians, and family members – often
shifting strategy multiple times in an ever-changing landscape. This discussion will highlight
promising practices to maintain communication and connection with these essential
stakeholders, and help participants develop an action plan for implementation.
 
Click here to register. 
 

Apr. 20: The M in STEM: Math in Everyday Life (webinar; 2 pm)
 
The National Girls Collaborative Project will be hosting this webinar
to focus on ways math is prevalent and relevant in everyday life,
including in afterschool spaces. Learn about ways to recognize and
embrace authentic math moments and activities to help engage
afterschool youth in math. 
 
Click here to register.
 

 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/nyscfc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12n9MrkueETFseNZWU-3iONrFzo1o_LHU/view?usp=sharing
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErf-mvpzkpGtP8jiJnYpma8Td_Pyik2Kak
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwof-qpqjovGNYTSmq2U3oNJuwB9jOhPTnP
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfuyhrzIvHdCFXhG5OfYqzkAJivTr1Tka
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
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Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.325312563&principleRef=4550.0.251578376&email=alysha%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

