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Spotlight: Timothy Pratt 
 

Since 2018, Timothy Pratt has served as the
Program Director for the Capital Area Boys and
Girls Club. As an alumnus, Timothy knows
firsthand how important it is for youth to have a
positive afterschool environment. The two
programs Timothy oversees in local housing
program community centers benefit from his
lived experience. 
 
By providing programming in the community
center of local housing authorities, Boys and
Girls Club staff can offer afterschool services and
outreach throughout the year. With this low
barrier to entry, the Boys and Girls Club are able
to reach even more kids that need the support of

these programs but who may not otherwise have access to them.
 
Since it can be a struggle to find healthy food options in these communities, both sites that
Timothy oversees include Heathy Habits, a food program that only offers healthy food
options, but also incorporates nutrition education and operates a food pantry from which
members of the community can shop. 
 
It's not surprising that Timothy says that the best part about being program director is
"connecting with families and youth in the community." Timothy values afterschoool because

https://www.bgccapitalarea.org/
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it provides a safe place where youth can go after the school day and a structured
environment where they can bond with peers, acquire knowledge, and receive homework
help.  
 

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Annual Conference Brochure Cover Art Contest 
 
The Network is seeking submissions from
afterschool participants to design the cover art for
our Schools Out, Make it Count! 2022 conference
brochure.  
 
We invite all individuals participating in New York
State afterschool programs to submit artwork
depicting What Afterschool Means to Me.
 
All artwork must be submitted by January 7, 2022.

8.5 x 11" (w/ 0.5" white margin on all sides)
Portrait style
PDF files
Up to 10 MB 

The program that submits the selected cover art will receive a $100 Amazon gift card. All
artwork submitted may be used in other Network for Youth Success marketing. Children will
only be identified by first name and last initial, grade, the program they attend, and city. The
winner will be notified by February 7, 2022.
 
We can't wait to see what afterschool means to you! Submit your artwork by clicking the link
below. 
 

 

Afterschool Advocacy 2022 
 
Afterschool Advocacy Week 2022 (February 1-4)
For Afterschool Advocacy Week 2022, our efforts will again be virtual to accommodate
constantly changing circumstances. We hope to maximize involvement this year to engage
partners and afterschool supporters from across the state. See what we are planning next
year to bolster afterschool advocacy efforts. We will share more information with you as it
comes. In the meantime, you can register for Afterschool Advocacy Week 2022 to
receive direct updates. 
 

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://forms.gle/pau2SppkAtfiau546
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-york-state-afterschool-advocacy-week-2022-tickets-219435536597
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In lieu of our in-person advocacy day, we are holding a series of virtual events over the week
to advocate for the need for investments in afterschool.

Afterschool Rising: Virtual Showcase (Tuesday, February 1, 5-6:30 pm ET):
Participants, families, and other afterschool stakeholders will share the critical impact
of afterschool. 
Afterschool Call-In/Email (Wednesday, February 2, 11-12 pm ET): Supporters of
afterschool will reach out to representatives about the importance of afterschool,
summer, and expanded learning opportunities and increase the visibility of advocacy
efforts. 
Afterschool Tweetstorm (Thursday, February 3, 11-12 pm ET): Supporters of
afterschool will reach out to legislators via Twitter.
Afterschool Legislative Meetings (Tuesday-Friday, February 1-4): Supporters will
attend meetings with legislative officers to express the importance of supporting and
funding afterschool programs.

 

 

Additional Advocacy Events
 
State of Afterschool Update Calls, 10:30-11:00 am

WHAT: These are quick 30-minute calls held several times during the budget season to
level set on the State budget process especially concerning afterschool, and to discuss
afterschool and other afterschool-related advocacy efforts with relevant stakeholders.
On these calls, the Network shares the latest updates on afterschool at the state and
federal level. Participants also get to hear updates about other organizations' advocacy
and lobbying efforts to advance youth success during these calls, and share necessary
resources to ensure that afterschool is elevated in New York's Final Budget. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-york-state-afterschool-advocacy-week-2022-tickets-219435536597
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WHEN: (Wednesdays):
January 26
February 9
February 23
March 2
March 16
March 23
April 6
April 20

 
Regional Afterschool Forums

WHAT: Regional legislative forums on afterschool held in partnership with the Network’s
afterschool regional networks. These forums will educate stakeholders about the
importance of afterschool, summer, and expanded learning programs. State legislators,
champions, supporters, and advocates of afterschool will join to discuss their
perspective on the importance of these programs to New York’s youth. 
 
Date: March 9, time TBD

 
Spring for Afterschool Campaign
 

Date: Week of March 9, time TBD
 

Family Creative Learning Helps Parents become
Creators, Collaborators and Learners in Creative

Computing 
 

In a recent article, Family Creative
Learning discussed the success witnessed
through creative computing workshops that
encouraged children and families to work
together to complete activities.
 
According to Family Creative Learning, the
program “was designed to support
intergenerational interactions in the context

of computing.” Through workshops that included SCRATCH and Makey Makey, popular
programs known in the creative computing world, parents who participated were able to
successfull adapt their role they played (collaborator, facilitator, consultant) to meet the
needs of their child. Through parental participation in computing, youth can begin to identify
as creators and see how creative computing can shape the world. The Family Creative
Learning workshops also allowed parental figures to translate these new skills into daily life
practices like homework help and craft projects.  
 
To learn more about Family Creative Learning design, check out this facilitator guide
for educators. For tips on implementing families into computing workshops read the full
article here.
 
 

Empowering Youth: The Sustainability Challenge 
 
Chipotle and Earth Force are empowering young minds to make lasting changes in their
communities with the sustainability challenge. Youth are encouraged to take action to
improve local food systems through community-based projects like bringing more organic
food to their schools or creating local composting initiatives to improve their neighborhood's

http://familycreativelearning.org/
http://familycreativelearning.org/
http://familycreativelearning.org/guide
http://familycreativelearning.org/guide
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2017/12/06/im-not-just-a-mom/
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soil health. Thirty accepted projects have
the chance to win up to $1,000. Initial
project ideas should be submitted by
January 31st with action plans submitted
no later than March 31.
 
Visit the Earth Force website for resources
and to apply. 
 

 

 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 
Jan. 25: Understanding Adverse Childhood Experiences
(Virtual; 10 am)
 
As child care professionals, it is vital to provide support to youth and their families and
prevent ACEs.  During this training, participants will review the impact of ACEs and discuss
key preventative strategies to support youth and their families.  For more information or to
register, click here.

 

 
Feb. 3, 10, 17: Using Adult Learning Theory to Create Trainings

The NYSAEYC Training and Technical Assistance Professional Credential (PD Specialist)
formally recognizes the value and specialized knowledge necessary to provide professional
development in New York State. This credential is perfect for individuals providing non-credit
bearing, in-person group professional development (such as the New York State School-Age
Care Credential or Click2Science Trainings) on general early childhood and/or school-age
content.  
 
In this three-day workshop, we will help you navigate the process of becoming a T-TAP PD
Specialist, fill out your intent to apply form, and design a training with adult learning theory in
mind.
 
Click here to register.
 

 
Apr. 8–9: School's Out, Make it Count! Annual Conference  

 
Spring will be here before you know it! We hope you'll join us this April for our annual
conference to be held at the Troy Hilton Garden Inn in Troy, NY. 
 

https://earthforce.org/csc/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/202122WorkshopRegistration.html
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/TOT.html
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Check out our conference web page for the latest news and information, including the
group rate code for out-of-town guests planning to stay at the hotel.
 
To nominate someone for an award, click here. The nomination deadline is January 7th.
 

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.
 

Other Events
Jan. 6 and 20, Feb. 3 and 10, Mar. 3 and 17: "Asking Purposeful Questions,"
Afterschool Coaching for Reflective Educators in STEM (ACRES) January Cohort
(virtual; 9-11 am EST) 
 
Questions are the beginning of a path towards discovery, imagination, and science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM) exploration. How can we help youth expand and
clarify their thinking and develop their reasoning through the questions we ask them? This
module is designed for educators who have some experience facilitating STEM learning and
would like to grow in their practice within a supportive group of other educators. The
expectation is that you will attend all three sessions and an active member of this coaching
cohort. 
 
ACRES is a nationally acclaimed coaching program that builds knowledge so afterschool
professionals can confidently facilitate STEM experiences for youth.  
 
To join the January cohort, REGISTER HERE.
 
 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/162dibi/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://mmsa.org/projects/acres-old/join-a-cohort/
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
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Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.299991075&principleRef=4550.0.251578376&email=alysha%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

