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Spotlight: SIMBA and ASET Mentoring Programs 
 
 

One of the biggest struggles for youth
experiencing homelessness is the ability to get to
and from school, given that many often stay in
shelters located outside of district lines. As the
regional manager for New York City Department
of Education, Wayne Harris was determined to
bring awareness to the challenges these youth
face, as well as structure and a sense of
community to their lives. Harris started Safe in
My Brother's Arms (SIMBA) and All Sisters
Evolving Together (ASET) to help teens

throughout their high school career. 
 
Harris works exclusively with students who reside in temporary housing, so he sees the daily
challenges these youth face. City data reveals that in 2017, there were 14,446 homeless
students in the 7 school districts that Wayne oversees, including neighborhoods of Bedfor-
Stuyvesant, Bushwick, and Brownsville. SIMBA and ASET help bridge the gap between
those kids who have permanent housing and those students having experienced
homelessness. For example, SIMBA and ASET help teens find college and career support
without stigma.  Both programs help teens forcus on schoolwork and gain knowledge and
experiences that will help open the door to college, careers, and athletics. The reality is that
many New York City youth would not have access to these experiences and opportunities
otherwise. 

https://ccmnyc.org/mental-health-services/safe-brothers-arms/
https://ccmnyc.org/mental-health-services/all-sisters-evolving-together/
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Since its inception in 2007, SIMBA and ASET together have served more than 1,000 high
school students. Many of these students pay it forward—95% of the staff working with
SIMBA and ASET are alumni of the program. 
 
Visit the the New York City Department of Education to learn more about homeless youth
and family support.  

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Annual Conference Brochure Cover Art Contest 
 
The Network is seeking submissions from
afterschool participants to design the cover art for
our Schools Out, Make it Count! 2022 conference
brochure.  
 
We invite all individuals participating in New York
State afterschool programs to submit artwork
depicting What Afterschool Means to Me.
 
All artwork must be submitted by January 7, 2022.

8.5 x 11" (w/ 0.5" white margin on all sides)
Portrait style
PDF files
Up to 10 MB 

The program that submits the selected cover art will receive a $100 Amazon gift card. All
artwork submitted may be used in other Network for Youth Success marketing. Children will
only be identified by first name and last initial, grade, the program they attend, and city. The
winner will be notified by February 7, 2022.
 
We can't wait to see what afterschool means to you! Submit your artwork by clicking the link
below. 
 

 

New Data on Afterschool in Rural Communities Reveals
Unmet Demand and Barriers to Participate 

 
The America After 3PM report, Spiking Demand, Growing Barriers: The Trends Shaping
Afterschool and Summer Learning in Rural Communities, found that rural communities are
experiencing significant unmet demand for afterschool and summer programs. For every
rural child in an afterschool program, four more are waiting to get in. For every rural child in
a summer program, two would be enrolled if a program were available to them.
 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/special-situations/students-in-temporary-housing
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://forms.gle/pau2SppkAtfiau546
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AA3PM/AA3PM-Rural-Report-2021.pdf?utm_source=AfterschoolSnack&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=AA3PM_Rural&utm_term=Walton
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This unmet demand is primarily driven
by increasing barriers to participation
for rural youth, and a growing
recognition of the benefits of afterschool
by rural families. Rural families reported
program unavailability (45%) and
inconvenient locations of programs
(47%) as barriers to access. These
barriers are even more significant for
communities of color and families with
low incomes. A higher percentage of
families reported barriers related to

program cost, transportation to and from programs, unavailability of programs, and
inconvenient program locations. 
 
Despite this, an overwhelming majority of parents and guardians living in rural communities
agree that afterschool programs benefit children in a variety of ways, including building
social skills (90%), physical activity (84%), and STEM learning opportunities (70%). This is
reflected by the fact that 9 in 10 rural parents/guardians report being satisfied with their
child's afterschool (92%) or summer program (96%). 
 
To access key findings and fact sheets, click here.
 

Afterschool Alliance Gratitude Campaign 
Join the Afterschool Alliance in thanking afterschool professionals this
December
 
The Afterschool Alliance is hosting a
Gratitude Campaign to celebrate and
highlight the afterschool professionals
making a difference in the lives of youth and
families. Afterschool professionals support
and create open spaces for youth to explore
their full potential. Since the onset of
COVID-19, afterschool professionals have
continued to rise to the moment to meet the needs of students and their families, despite
significant challenges. 
 
The Alliance wants to give back to afterschool professionals this year and uplift the stories of
afterschool professionals nationwide. Share your appreciation for an afterschool
professional or share your own story about why you work in afterschool with the hashtag
#ThisIsAfterschool. The Alliance will be randomly choosing ten people to each win a $100
gift card! 
 
To see examples or ideas for what to post, click here.
 

Engage Students in STEM 
 
Engineering and math activities from Million Girls Moonshot
 
STEM learning with an engineering mindset allows us to explore the unknown while applying
skills and knowledge we already have
—like math and science. Activating an engineering mindset pulls directly from these skills
and allows us to solve real-work and relevant challenges. Below are some math and
engineering activities to continue to engage students in STEM.

http://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/National/rural
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/This-Giving-Tuesday-we-re-giving-thanks-for-the-afterschool_11-30-2021.cfm?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=State%20network%20clips%2012321&utm_medium=email
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NASA's Favorite House Plants for Space Stations and You: Select a
plant to grow and keep a record of its change over time. Design a
flowerpot for space—what shape works best? How deep does it
need to be? What do scientists need to consider to grow plants in
space?
 
Design A Crew Module: Use materials that are easy to find at home
to build a crew capsule for spaceflight. Practice engineering design
process to improve on the original design. Grades 4-8. 
 
Straw Towers to the Moon: Let your kids’ imaginations run wild. 
Build the biggest, or the best balanced, or the most attractive
tower…change the criteria to change the design. Grades K-8. 
 

Team Building for STEM Challenges: In this team building activity, youth work together to lift
an object by using a set of strings attached to a center ring. Each student grabs a few
strings and must work together to raise the item in the center. The task requires
concentration and communication and introduces the value of teamwork.
 
 

 

Market Rate Telephone Survey 
 
The Office of Children and Family Services
(OCFS) is conducting surveys on the cost
of child care across the state of New York.
This information is very important and
helps to update child care subsidy
payment rates so they reflect local prices. 
 
The Market Rate Survey Team has already begun conducting the survey and will continue
through December 2021. If you are called, the number on your caller ID will be 844-863-
9318. School age programs are encouraged to call and participate, if you choose to do so
please call 844-863-9318.  The survey takes about 15 minutes.
 
Please see the survey questions and the Dear Provider Letter for more information regarding
the Market Rate Survey. 
 
 

 

Network for Youth Success Events 
 
ICYMI: Afterschool Advocacy Workshops are now available to stream
 

https://thegrownetwork.com/nasa-house-plants/
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/design_a_crew_module_0.pdf
https://www.teachengineering.org/activities/view/ucd_straw_tower_activity1
https://stemactivitiesforkids.com/2015/12/10/team-building-for-stem-challenges/
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/news/2021/MRS-2021-Survey-Form.pdf
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/provider-letters/2021/Dear-Provider-2021Sep08-MRS2021.pdf
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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Watch these latest Power of 3:00 webinars to discover what the state advocacy landscape
looks like, and to learn tips and tricks for how to successfully advocate for afterschool.
 
Afterschool Advocacy 101: The Basics
 
Becoming an Effective Afterschool Advocate: The Do's and Don'ts
 
For more information on these workshops and the Power of 3:00 Campaign, click here.
 

 
Apr. 8–9, 2022: School's Out, Make it Count! Annual Conference  

 
Spring will be here before you know it! We hope you'll join us this April for our annual
conference to be held at the Troy Hilton Garden Inn in Troy, NY. 
 
Check out our conference web page for the latest news and information, including the
group rate code for out-of-town guests planning to stay at the hotel.
 
To nominate someone for an award, click here. The nomination deadline is January 7th.
 

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.
 

Other Events 
 
The New York State Community Schools Technical Assistance Centers offer self-
service and on-demand professional development through virtual webinars.
 
Aligning the School Day with Afterschool
 
Discover how afterschool learning can continue school day curricula, and identify best
practices for lowering the student achievement gap through this alignment. 
 
To watch this prerecorded webinar, click here.
 
NEW! Dec. 16: Incorporating STEM into Afterschool Program for Grades 6-12 (pre-
recorded)
 
Review the core components of STEM and understand the impact of STEM initiatives in
afterschool programs. Participants will explore tangible examples and strategies to create
programming for 6th-12th graders in afterschool programs.
 
To register, click here.
 
Visit the New York State Community Schools Technical Assistance Centers website for more
professional development opportunities.
 

Quick Ways to Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSH3qb2JC94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9vzKWXMKaRo
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/powerof3/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/162dibi/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXhn4u0EnImnIJIccZUDj0I4C6nCvy9D5jFrMBRYIDVdrtFg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6aB1pwqbzGaXKfuLaiyzJsDSUFk1eQljMMO67pk--lkTdpA/viewform
https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
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Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.297493525&principleRef=4550.0.251578376&email=alysha%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

