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Spotlight: Giovanni, the Network's Policy Intern 
 

At the end of this past summer, Giovanni joined the
Network's policy department to serve as our new policy
intern. In this role, Giovanni assists with
developing research data for the Network’s political
advocacy, analyzing survey data to discover what our
partners and members prioritize, and disseminating these
crucial findings.
 
Giovanni is currently a graduate student at the University
of Albany, where he is pursuing a master's in political
science. He looks forward to completing his degree at the
end of this semester.
 
Prior to joining the Network, Giovanni interned at the NYS
Education Department’s Office of Facilities Planning,

where he learned about how the department's funding priorities and processes operate and
gained insight into how schools are rebuilt and revitalized across the state. 
 
Never one to shy away from being an active member of his community, Giovanni
has petitioned his city mayor over public safety issues, participated in various school
cleanups, and volunteered in local political campaigns.
 
Welcome to the team, Giovanni!
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Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Don't Miss Lights on Afterschool 
 
Lights On Afterschool is only five weeks away! Check
out the information below to see how your
organization can get involved.
Lights On Afterschool is the only nationwide event
celebrating afterschool programs and their important role
in the lives of children, families, and communities. This
event draws attention to the many ways afterschool
programs support students by offering them opportunities
to learn new things and discover new skills.
 
Don't Miss Out! Register to Participate
Register your program's Lights On Afterschool event in a
few clicks!  Check out the Afterschool Alliance's Planning
Kit and register your event here. 
 
Share Highlights from Your Afterschool Program
For the 2021 Lights On Afterschool event, the Network wants to amplify the hard work of
afterschool professionals and programs in the face of significant barriers and obstacles.
Throughout the month of October, the Network will share stories from afterschool programs
across New York State to celebrate and appreciate the invaluable work the field does to
support students and families.
 
We encourage you to share a video clip or short written statement about how your program
has risen to the moment: 

Why you choose to work for, support, and/or advocate for afterschool programs
Examples of innovative programming (whether virtual, hybrid, or in-person)
New services delivered during the pandemic
Stories from families about their experiences with your program
Other programming or projects you would like to highlight

To have your program highlighted by the Network, complete this form. 
 

Dear Provider Letter: 
Emergency Regulation Regarding Mandatory Masking

 
On September 16, the Office of Children and Family
Services (OCFS) released a Dear Provider Letter
regarding mandatory masking in child care settings.
 

The new emergency regulation requires all people in a child care setting to wear a
mask indoors.
 
The mandate applies to all people age 2 and older who are able to medically tolerate a face
covering, regardless of vaccination status. The requirement applies to OCFS licensed and

https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm
http://loa.afterschoolalliance.org/accounts/signup/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfaYhvY-skpmgRfw2TxKeFVE0Gnv-HmCTnK4c96bgpHS_uZ1Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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registered child care and enrolled legally exempt group programs.
 
Providers should carefully read the full Dear Provider Letter (available in English and
Spanish).
 

Apply to Speak at the Network's Annual Conference 
 
Calling All Energetic Presenters 
Come share your knowledge of the
afterschool field! Submit your applications to
present at New York's statewide conference
for afterschool professionals.

 
School's Out, Make it Count! will be held April 8–9 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Troy, NY. 
This event brings together over 200 afterschool professionals (administrators, directors,
teachers, and frontline staff) from across the state. Accepted lead presenters also receive
free admission to the conference on the day of their presentation.
 
We are accepting proposals on the following topics, but are open to new and innovative
ideas. Sessions are either 30 or 90 minutes long.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
Virtual Programming
Social and Emotional Learning
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM)
Guiding Children’s Behaviors
Program Sustainability
Program Quality Improvement
Leadership Development for Professionals
Family Engagement
Trauma-Informed Care
Arts
Self-Care
Health and Safety/COVID

Submissions are due by October 31. Selected presenters will be notified by November
30. Questions? Contact Erin@networkforyouthsuccess.org.
 
Submit your proposal today!
 
Event registration will open in January. For more information on the conference, click here.
 

Teen Science Cafés 
 

Teen Science Café programs are a free, fun way for teens to
engage in lively conversations with STEM experts that explore
the advances in science and technology that affect their lives. In
these events, teens socialize over teen-friendly food and drink
and have a lively conversation with local scientists and engineers
about current cutting-edge developments in their fields, all in a
relaxed and informal out-of-school setting.

 
Teen Science Cafés are for teens, by teens. A core group of teen leaders, with the
committed mentorship of an adult leader, plan and run the café programs. They welcome a

https://content.delivra.com/etapcontent//NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Dear%20Provider%20Letter/9-16-21%20English%20DPL%20Emergency%20Reg%20Face%20Covering.pdf
https://content.delivra.com/etapcontent//NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/Dear%20Provider%20Letter/9-16-21%20Spanish%20DPL%20-%20Emergency%20Mask%20Regulation.pdf
mailto:Erin@networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/164ep69/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
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diverse crowd—diverse in ethnicity, culture, gender, and motivations for learning about
science. Along the way, teen organizers gain a host of leadership skills. Cafés are typically
run for about an hour and a half once per month during the school year.
 
Read more about this opportunity and submit an interest form. The deadline to
submit is September 30.
 

 

Network for Youth Success Events
 
 
(SAVE THE DATE) Apr. 8–9, 2022: The Network's Annual Conference 
 
Mark your calendars! We hope you'll join us
next spring for our annual conference to be
held at the Troy Hilton Garden Inn in Troy, NY. 
 
Stay tuned for more information coming this fall. In the meantime, check out our
conference web page for the latest news and information.
 

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.
 

 Other Events
 
September 29: Mental Health and Wellness 101 (webinar; 12–1 pm ET)
The median time between the onset of mental illness (when symptoms first appear) and
when an individual gets appropriate treatment is 10 years. During that time, a person is likely
experiencing periods of increased symptomology and periods of wellness. Hosted by
the Mental Health Association of New York State, the goal of this webinar is to reduce
stigmatizing attitudes and beliefs by promoting a comprehensive understanding of mental
health, the importance of self-care and treatment-seeking behaviors, and hope for recovery.
Register.

 

 
Oct. 5 and 7: Intel Future Skills Educator Academy (webinar; 3 pm ET) 
Intel created Intel Future Skills to ensure that future generations have access to the
framework needed for a lifetime of problem solving through discovery and STEAM learning.
This virtual hands-on and interactive academy will be facilitated by the educators who
helped create Intel Future Skills and the Intel Future Skills team. Everything you need to
participate in their academy will be mailed to your home.
 

https://stemnext.org/teen-science-cafe/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/annual-conference/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://mhanys.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo&reset=1&id=271
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By the end of the two-day, four-hour Intel Future Skills Educator Academy, you will:
1) Have developed a deeper understanding of design thinking and how it acts as a
framework for Intel Future Skills;
2) Know more about each of the Intel Future Skills projects and categories; and
3) Be ready to deliver Intel Future Skills content with your students and community.
 
For more information or to register, click here.
 

 
Oct. 21: Adverse Childhood Experiences, Trauma, and Response Virtual Symposium
LaSalle School invites you to join them for a day of challenging conversation for the 2021
ACEs Symposium. The year 2020 brought us COVID-19 and with it a clear and present
illustration of the many ways our systems are ill equipped to care for people of color and
other marginalized communities. In 2020, the symposium continued to expand how we
examine the impact of environment on a person’s life trajectory by discussing the impact of
race and ethnicity on health and justice. This year’s ACEs Symposium continues that
dialogue by moving us from talking about trauma-informed care to implementing meaningful
action to promote anti-racist and truly trauma-informed practices to improve health and
wellbeing for all. For more information or to register, click here.
 

Quick Ways To Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 Visit our COVID-19 Resource Page for updated information and guidance.

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180
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