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Spotlight: Kathy D. Harrison and LEAP 
 
The Network is pleased to spotlight Kathy D. Harrison
(pictured center with some of her staff team) and her work as
director of programs and artistic excellence at LEAP. Kathy is
also the playwright, producer and artistic director of The
Movement, an uplifting acappella musical that tells the story of
courageous school children risking life and limb to protest
peacefully against segregation during the Civil Rights Era. 
 
“At LEAP, our youth are not meeting activism at the
intersection of arts and social justice for the first time,” said
Kathy. “While their art powerfully connects to this era of racial
awakening and global health crises, it wasn't birthed here.”
 
In her role at LEAP, Kathy spearheads LEAP Young Artivists and LEAP Youth Ensemble,
and also co-leads The Movement Experience alongside Monique Jarvis, the director of
communications and corporate partnerships at LEAP.
 
“Our Young Artivists are positioned to respond creatively by connecting their artistic
expression to community transformation and change agentry, an intentional pedagogical
practice we call the ‘The LEAP Way,’” said Kathy.
 
DEI is at the heart of LEAP's organization and their programs. Monique had the opportunity
to spearhead the DEI Talent Group at LEAP from 2018-2020 as DEI Talent Group Lead. The
group has now doubled in number and has a shared-facilitation model.

https://www.themovementmusical.com/
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In response to BIPOC feedback, LEAP launched an internal racial
equity movement. The organization:

restructured departments to ensure empowered representation
for staff of color,
hired an external DEI facilitator,

mandated Undoing Racism training for all staff and Board of Directors,
moved DEI initiatives forward through our 3-year DEI cross-functional talent group,
stewarded a DEI Subcommittee on the Board, and 
structured DEI Recruitment efforts for our Young Professional Junior Board and
Network.  

For more information about LEAP, click here.

Program Spotlight
Want to be featured on Facebook or our enews? 

Fill out the personal/program form to tell us about the great things you or your program are doing. 
 

Personal Spotlight | Program Spotlight

 

Reengaging Students with Afterschool and 
Summer Learning Programs

 
As states, schools and families seek ways to reengage students
academically and social-emotionally, afterschool and summer
learning programs have provided some of the answers.
 
Jodi Grant from the Afterschool Alliance, a nonprofit advocacy
group, and Terry Peterson from the Riley Institute at Furman
University joined a recent NCSL virtual meeting to discuss the
ways states can use federal resources to support high-quality
learning opportunities.
 
Susan Stanton from Illinois’ Afterschool for Children and Teens (ACT Now) Coalition
provided on-the-ground examples of how states can support afterschool and summer
learning through policy.
 
Read the full article.
 

Policy Update: Child Care Stablization Grant 
 

Child Care Stabilization Grant Applications are Now Available
 
Spread the word! Organizations can now submit applications for Child Care Stabilization
Grants. The Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) also sent out a Dear Provider
letter in English and Spanish.
 
Child care providers can use grant funding to help with COVID-19 pandemic recovery, such
as rent/mortagae, payroll, health and safety training, PPE, mental health support, etc.
 
To access the application and surrounding documents (dear provider letter, grant
requirements, FAQs, etc.) on the OCFS website, click here.

https://www.leapnyc.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/127gits
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/ninja-forms/124g1i9
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/reengaging-students-with-afterschool-and-summer-learning-programs-magazine2021.aspx
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/provider-letters/2021/Dear-Provider-2021Aug03-Stabilization.pdf
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/provider-letters/2021/Dear-Provider-2021Aug03-Stabilization.es.pdf
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/contracts/funding/COVID-relief/childcare-stabilization/
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Instructional videos are not yet available but should
be ready soon.
 
The Network will continue to send out updates as we
receive information.

 

Million Girls Moonshot STEM Activities 
 
This September, start off programs with some fun and
exciting STEM student design activities from Million Girls
Moonshot.  

Bouncy Ball Factory: Youth engineer bouncy balls
that meet particular criteria. Using the engineering
design process, they develop and test their
creations.
Paper Table: Youth engineer a table from a
newspaper that is at least 8" high and strong enough to hold a book.
Take Flight: Using everyday materials, youth engineer a glider that can fly straight
for 15 feet.
Keep Your Cool! Design Your Own Cooler Challenge: Youth design a cooler that
will keep a bottle of water cool using the engineering design process. They test their
prototype and graph their results to determine the effectiveness of the solution.
Design a Watercraft: Youth engineering a small boat out of straws and plastic wrap
that can hold weight.
Get it Write!: Youth engineering a writing device (pen) using everyday materials.
They think about both the (water soluble) "ink" and the delivery mechanism.

 

https://www.teachengineering.org/makerchallenges/view/rice-2406-bouncy-ball-factory-engineering-challenge
http://www-tc.pbskids.org/designsquad/pdf/parentseducators/DS_Act_Guide_PaperTable.pdf
https://tryengineering.org/wp-content/uploads/TakeFlight_1.pdf
https://www.teachengineering.org/makerchallenges/view/rice-2405-cooler-design-engineering-challenge
http://www-tc.pbskids.org/designsquad/pdf/parentseducators/DS_Act_Guide_Watercraft.pdf
https://tryengineering.org/wp-content/uploads/getitwrite.pdf
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
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Network for Youth Success Events
  

 
September: Fall 2021 SAC Credential Course (Online-Asynchronous), Part 1 
The Distance Learning School-Age Care (SAC) Preparatory Course includes viewing
recorded videos, reading, and preparing a portfolio and resource file. This class meets the
education requirement to be a Site Director in New York State. 
We are now enrolling for Fall 2021.
 
Candidates may even be eligible for scholarship funds through SUNY’s Educational
Incentive Program to cover some or all of the costs associated with the course. 
 

 
Fall 2021 SAC Credential Courses
 
Looking for a way to meet the educational requirements to be a site director at a school-age
program? Looking for a way to "build your bench?" 
 
The New York State School-Age Care Credential will help you meet these needs!
Throughout the course, you’ll learn how to meet children’s needs and reduce challenging
behaviors, all while gaining confidence in yourself as a professional.
 
The SACC course is an in-depth study of competency standards that reflect best practices in
after-school programs. It is designed to promote specific standards, training, and evaluation
of afterschool professionals to improve the quality of services provided to children and
families. 
 
During the course, you’ll work with a trained advisor who will help to ensure your success in
the program and will work with you to advance your skills and expertise as an afterschool
practitioner. You’ll work with your instructor and advisor to further develop your knowledge in
the 14 skill areas: professionalism, child development, safety, health, out-of-school
environments, physical, cognitive, communication, creative, self, social, guidance, families,
and operational program management.
 
This class meets the education requirement to be a Site Director in New York State. 
 
 
Capital Regions Course Details and Registration Information
 
Part 1 
When: Begins September 29; Wednesdays (with an occasional Tuesday), 10am-1pm 
Where: Healthy Living Center, 900 Central Ave, Albany, NY 12206*
Instructors: Alicia Salamone-Powers, Erin Broderick, Timothy Fowler
 
Candidates may even be eligible for scholarship funds through SUNY’s Educational
Incentive Program to cover some or all of the costs associated with the course. 
 
*Note: We are hoping this remains an in-person course. However, depending on the
circumstances this fall, we may have to go to virtual or hybrid.
 

 
 
Long Island Course Details and Registration Information
 

http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/distance-learning/
https://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/eip.aspx
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/credential/sac-credential-advisors/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/900+Central+Ave,+Albany,+NY+12206?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/eip.aspx
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NewYorkStateNetworkforYou/CapitalRegionSAC.html
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The course format includes skill area modules with video slide show mini-lectures,
discussion groups, projects, resource sharing, and bi-weekly deadlines to complete
credential-required assignments.
 
When: Sept. 21–Dec. 14 (Tuesdays, 9am–12pm)
Where: Child Care Council of Nassau, 99 Quentin Roosevelt Blvd., Suite 201, Garden City,
NY 11530
Instructor: Diane Shirley 
 

 
 
 

 

 
October 28: SAC Endorser Training (Now VIRTUAL!) 
SAC Credential Endorsers are representatives of the Network, who, at least twice per year,
conduct observations of SAC Credential Candidates across the state. Endorsers should
have knowledge of the SAC Credential standards and process, experience working in
afterschool programs, and an understanding of regulations best practice in New York State.
Endorsers receive a $120 stipend (plus mileage) for each visit they conduct. 
 
The Network is seeking to expand its SAC Credential Endorser Pool. In order to
accommodate the growing number of SAC Credential candidates in New York State, the
Network is looking for bilingual endorsers, or those in Long Island and the Buffalo Area.  
 
For a full list of requirements, please see page 15 of our SAC Credential Manual.
 
Apply to be accepted to take the Endorser Training 
 

 
Check the Network for Youth Success events page

anytime for a current listing of upcoming events.
 

 Other Events
 
August 17 & 18: Orientation—The Process of Staff Integration (virtual; 10 am–1 pm)
Hiring and recruiting staff is one of the biggest challenges that child care directors face in
this day of early care and education. This OCFS-funded management training from the Early
Care & Learning Council will explore the value of creating a progressive orientation process
as a way to fully integrate teachers/staff into your program. The sessions will focus on the
hiring and orientation process as a method for retaining staff, and will discuss ways to lead
new teachers/staff to become a part of your team with a common mission and vision.
 
For more information or to register, click here.
 

 
September 13–16: 2021 CACFP Virtual Summit (virtual; 11 am–2:30 pm ET)
Looking for food program training? Join CACFP each day from your home, your office, or
your home office for workshops on nutrition, program administration, operations, financial
and nonprofit management, and more. Continuing education credits awarded. Registration
Deadline is Wednesday, September 8th. (Need to create an invoice? Register by September
1st.)
 
On-demand access will be available through September 30. For more information or to
register, click here.
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/99+Quentin+Roosevelt+Blvd.,+Suite+201,+Garden+City,+NY+11530?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/99+Quentin+Roosevelt+Blvd.,+Suite+201,+Garden+City,+NY+11530?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/99+Quentin+Roosevelt+Blvd.,+Suite+201,+Garden+City,+NY+11530?entry=gmail&source=g
https://ssl.secureacc.com/childcarenassau/default.aspx?PageID=71&CourseID=4679
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2018-Manual-9.10.18.pdf
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/sacc-advisor-endorser-instructor/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/events/
https://earlycareandlearningcouncil.salsalabs.org/orientationaug17and18/index.html
https://info.cacfp.org/calendar/Details/2021-cacfp-virtual-summit-319992?sourceTypeId=Website
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Skill Development in STEM Programming 
ICYMI, the National Girls Collaborative Project held a webinar on STEM
skills development. The webinar focused on the equity and inclusion
framework as well as 21st century skills and career exploration.
 
Watch the webinar.
View the slides.
 

 

Quick Ways To Support the Network 
 

Support us through Amazon Smile. 
Make a donation.

Become a member. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

 

 
 Visit our COVID-19 Resource Page for updated information and guidance.

Please visit our website at networkforyouthsuccess.org.
Donate to our cause at networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate.

 
Remove my name from all future mass email communications:
 
Address postal inquiries to:
New York State Network for Youth Success, Inc.
415 River Street 
Troy, NY 12180

https://www.dropbox.com/s/u6ez4axxn8dzfob/12.15.2020%20Webinar.mp4?dl=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JRqhYYi0KSWgLZ4Aze4b-Y6U9oE4p9jG/view
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26orig%3DLw%253D%253D
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/NetworkforYouthSuccess
https://twitter.com/NYSYouthSuccess
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/home/covid-19-resources/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/donate/
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=NewYorkStateNetworkforYou&jobRef=4550.0.263752719&testEmail=true&principleRef=4550.0.243672087&email=regional%40networkforyouthsuccess.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+River+Street+Troy,+NY+12180?entry=gmail&source=g

