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STEM & Afterschool
The Network for Youth Success'
Executive Director, Kelly Sturgis, was
recently interviewed on WNYT, the
Capital Region NBC affiliate, about STEM
and afterschool.
 
Watch the full interview to learn more
about the work of the Network and some
current STEM initiatives across the state. 

 

STEAM Corner
Getting Resources for Your STEAM Program
 
One of the challenges programs face when trying to do science, technology, engineering, arts, and
math activities is finding the resources to make it happen. One solution is to list your program
in The Connectory, a national website listing for people and programs interested in supporting
STEAM learning with youth. The Connectory allows you to list your assets and your needs, and it
allows others who can provide for your needs to find you! Find volunteers and collaborators while
marketing your programming. Best of all, The Connectory is free to use.

http://wnyt.com/lifestyle/stem-and-after-school-programs/4856999/
http://wnyt.com/lifestyle/stem-and-after-school-programs/4856999/
https://theconnectory.org/provider-portal
https://theconnectory.org/provider-portal
https://theconnectory.org/provider-portal


 

Resource
STEM Gems
 
STEM Gems are short discovery-based experiences brought to us by The National AfterSchool
Association. They involve little or no materials and may be easily implemented by educators who
are not STEM specialists. Each STEM Gem is designed to engage young people in active

experiential learning. The activities begin by
setting up connections to prior knowledge, then a
hands on activity provides new concepts and the 
opportunity to design experiments to answer any
questions the kids discover. Finally, a connection
to a different scenario for the concept is provided
to help cement and evaluate the learning.
 
STEM Gems are experiences designed to be used
with kids of all ages. Younger children should be
focused on one idea or concept and should
perform the activity as a collective group with
prompts and directions from the teacher. With
older youth, the teacher should act as a facilitator.

The older youth should be set up to work independently in small teams and encouraged to ask
questions and try out their own experiments to answer them. Each team should report back on their
findings, so a consensus around the concept is reached.
 
Each STEM Gem is presented in an easy to follow lesson plan:

Big Ideas and Science Talk  
Engage 
What You Will Need
Before You Begin
Explore and Experiment
Make the Connection and Extend and Evaluate

Click here to download additional information about these experiences.

 

Upcoming Events
 
4/17: How to Take Care of YOU: Building Your Bounce, Free Webinar 
In this webinar, learn how to take care of YOU so you can better take care of the children whose
lives you touch. This webinar will help adults reflect on their own resilience and explore ways to
"build your bounce" through simple, easy-to-use strategies. The importance of staff wellness is

https://naaweb.org/resources/stem-gems
https://naaweb.org/resources/stem-gems
https://naaweb.org/resources/stem-gems
https://naaweb.org/resources/stem-gems
https://naaweb.org/images/STEMGems-Intro.pdf


clear. Join co-author of Building Your Bounce: Simple Strategies for a Resilient You, Nefertiti Bruce
Poyner, Ed.D., as she shares her insights on this very important and timely topic! To register for this
webinar and for more information, click here. 
 
4/17: Ready, Set, Go! Resources to Support Afterschool and Summer Learning Programs,
Webinar
Learning doesn’t end with the last bell. What resources and tools are available specific to each
state? How can stakeholders be engaged in the process to meet student needs? Join any or all of
the summit days for an enlightening virtual experience to begin, expand, or enhance afterschool
and summer learning in your school or district. More information and registration can be found here!
 
4/18-4/20: Ready by 21 National Meeting, Florida 
Every year, the Ready by 21 National Meeting brings together more than 500 local, state, and
national leaders who like you, are committed to improving partnerships, policies, and practices for
children and youth. Their 7th Annual National Meeting will be held in Palm Beach County, Florida
and will feature plenty of engaging and exciting sessions. For more information and to register,
please follow this link. 
 
4/20: Workforce Development Scholarship Program, Capital Region
 United Way of the Greater Capital Region is partnering with the City of Albany’s Poverty Reduction
Initiative (CAPRI) to provide you with an informational webinar on CAPRI’s Workforce Development
Scholarship Program. Under the Workforce Development Scholarship Program, residents of the City
of Albany can receive scholarships up to $2,500 in pursuit of a licensing program, or a professional
or technical certification that will lead directly to full-time employment. Residents seeking
scholarships must do so in partnership and with support from a community-based
organization. Grab your lunch and join us for this informational webinar to learn more about your
agency’s role and responsibility in connecting clients with this workforce development scholarship
opportunity. More information aand registration can be found here!
 
4/21: National Child Nutrition Conference, Texas 
The National Child Nutrition Conference will be held in San Antonio, Texas this year. The National
Child Nutrition Conference is the premier national conference for the Child and Adult Care Food
Program community and home of the USDA requested Summer Food Program training. Click
here for more information or to register.
 
4/24: Leading the Charge! Combating Afterschool and Summer Learning Myths and
Realities, Webinar
Bridging the gap between the school day and afterschool and summer learning has often been a
challenge for school leaders. Expanded learning programs are critical for student success. How can
this be done? Where does a principal begin? What resources are available to expand my current
program? Answers to these and many more questions are a click away in this highly informative
learning experience. More information can be found here!
 
4/25: Creating Inclusive Program Environments for Youth with Different Abilities, NYC
In this FREE training participants will deepen their understanding of young people living with social
and emotional disabilities and the accommodations they may require. Building on that foundation
participants will explore guiding principles and strategies to create structured and inclusive program
settings as well as discuss concrete strategies to address challenging behaviors. This event will
take place from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at the 2018 ILR Conference Center. Please send registration
information to Amy Breese at act4youth@cornell.edu. If you have any questions, contact Jutta
Dotterweich at 607-255-4108 or at jd81@cornell.edu OR Eduardo Gonzalez, Jr.
at eg36@cornell.edu.
 
4/26: Free Playground Safety Training, Capital Region 
CRELO is offering this training for free from 7 pm to 8:30 pm on 4/26 at the Southern Saratoga
Branch of the Capital District YMCA.  Almost two thirds of nonfatal injuries related to playground
equipment occur on public playgrounds. As school-age professionals, we are responsible for
keeping our children safe during outdoor time. Come to this workshop to learn how to properly
supervise children on and around playground equipment, how to keep children engaged, and how
to identify risk factors. Register here! 
 
5/1-5/4: BOOST Conference, California 
The BOOST Conference, organized by the BOOST Collaborative, will take place May 1-4, 2018 at
the Palm Springs Convention Center in Palm Springs, California. More information and tickets can

https://events-na1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/2178926482/en/events/event/shared/default_template/event_landing.html?sco-id=2409557607&_charset_=utf-8
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8669027250226528770
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ready-by-21-national-meeting-2018-tickets-39092870829?utm_campaign=NM+RFP+2018&utm_medium=email&utm_source=2018+NM+Registration+Opens
https://www.reducingalbanypoverty.org/about-capri
https://www.reducingalbanypoverty.org/capri-scholarship
https://www.reducingalbanypoverty.org/capri-scholarship
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8390859605419604226
https://www.cacfp.org/news-events-conferences/national-cacfp-sponsors-association-conference/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3348278277674348546
mailto:act4youth@cornell.edu
tel:(607)%20255-4108
mailto:jd81@cornell.edu
mailto:eg36@cornell.edu
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/playground-safety-tickets-37657687156


be found here.  
 
5/3- 5/4: Free Positive Youth Development 101 Training, Syracuse
This highly interactive 2-day training will explore key principles of youth development such as 
building youth positive outcomes, supportive relationships and environments for youth, youth 
voice and engagement opportunities, as well as, effective programming strategies. It will also 
examine the role of the youth worker by discussing core competencies and dilemmas of youth 
work. The event will be held at the Crowne Plaza in Syracuse and will be from 9:00 am- 4:00 pm
both days. This is a free training, but attendees are asked to commit to attend both training days. 
Please send registration information electronically to Amy Breese at act4youth@cornell.edu. If you
have any questions, contact Jutta Dotterweich at 607-255-4108 or jd81@cornell.edu.
 
5/7: ACEs Annual Capital District Symposium, Capital Region
Offering individuals with various responsibilities across a wide span of human services a unique
opportunity to gain important and useful knowledge about the effects of trauma on brain
development, how prevention and trauma-informed care can be of significant benefit, and how
ACE-informed practice can assist with prescriptive treatment and improved use of resources. The
program will be especially targeted to DSS Caseworkers and Supervisors, Child Welfare
Administrators, Clinicians and Therapists, Juvenile Probation Staff, Special Education
Professionals, Health Care Practitioners, Direct Care Staff and Supervisors within the non-profit
provider sector and others working with children. Registration can be found here!
 
5/8: Whats Great in Our State, Capital Region
This free event at the NYS Musuem honors individuals and programs that are successfully
addressing the issues of children’s mental health, including work on early identification, outreach,
family education, providing mental health awareness in schools and successful intervention on
behalf of children and their families. There will also be a presentation of proclamation from
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo declaring the week of May 3rd Children's Mental Health Awareness
Week in New York State. More information and registration can be found here. 
 
5/10: SciGirls Connect, Capital Region
Join Jenn Baumstein, SciGirls Connect Trainer, and Director of Community Engagement for WMHT
Public Media, for a FREE SciGirls Training. Learn about the myriad of ways in which SciGirls can
be used in your program to encourage STEM-based learning for all students, not just girls! Explore
the SciGirls Seven, and practice some of the activities created by the SciGirls team. Follow this link
to register!
 
5/26: CRELO Final Director's Meeting, Capital Region
Our fifth and final Director's Meeting of the school year will include a 1/2 hour of networking
opportunities and a chance to share resources. This will be followed by a discussion on family
engagement! Registration can be found here!
 
5/30: Schenectady Youth Summit, Capital Region
 The Schenectady Youth Summit is scheduled for Wednesday, May 30th at Proctors.  They
have renewed their effort to listen to -- and to use the voice and perspective of youth, -- to inform
and inspire our work to advance their development and well-being.  The Summit will bring together
300 youth and caring adults from Schenectady County in World Café style conversation and
problem-solving. The day kicks off in Proctors GE Theatre at 9 am. Please watch for details and
online registration soon! 
 
7/29-7/31: New York STEM Education Collaborative 2018 Conference
STEM educators, save the date for a summer conference! The New York STEM Education
Collaborative wants you attend their 2018 conference! This organization unites state teacher
associations in science, math, engineering, technology, and related fields in one conference. Come
to Alfred, NY July 29th to 31st to connect with educators, businesses, and leaders from around the
state who want to improve STEM education! More details can be found here!
 
11/10: Rochester Training Institute, Rochester  
Save the Date! Our Rochester Training Institute will take place Saturday, November 10th, 2018. 
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http://www.boostconference.org/registration
mailto:act4youth@cornell.edu
mailto:jd81@cornell.edu
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http://www.nysstemeducation.org/2018-institute/
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