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STEAM Corner
STEM Conference 7/29 -7/31/18
 

STEM educators, save the date for a summer conference! The
New York STEM Education Collaborative wants you to present and
attend their 2018 conference! This organization unites state
teacher associations in science, math, engineering, technology,
and related fields in one conference. Come to Alfred, NY July 29th
to 31st to connect with educators, businesses, and leaders from
around the state who want to improve STEM education. The
conference committee is now accepting presntation proposals!
More details can be found here!

 

Quality Self-Assessment (QSA) Tool Tip of the Month
 
 

Relationships 
“A quality program develops, nurtures, and maintains
positive relationships and interactions among staff,
participants, families, and communities."  
 
Indicator 4
“Teaches participants to interact with one another in
positive ways.” 
 
Tip for Success

Staff members have the difficult job of running and supervising activities while promoting positive
social development of youth. It can often be difficult to balance instruction with classroom

http://www.nysstemeducation.org/2018-institute/
http://networkforyouthsuccess.org/qsa/elements-program-quality/relationships/


management, and this can become even more difficult if bullying takes place in
a program. StopBullying.gov and http://www.cartoonnetwork.com/stop-bullying/ have some great
resources if this has become an issue at your program. 
 
Team-building activities are often a great way to build positive relationships and promote positive
interactions. Think strategically about when to incorporate them into your program and which
activities will promote the outcome you are looking for with your particular group of participants.
There are many free resources for team-building activities online that you can take advantage of,
and you can also use them as examples to modify to fit your needs.
 

 

Resource
MEASURING UP FOR STEM: IMPERIAL OR METRIC?
 
From recipes and crafts to deciding if a new sofa will fit in
the living room, the ability to measure and estimate sizes
and amounts is an extremely important STEM—and life—
skill. Sadly, research shows that the skill is deteriorating.
 
Learning to measure is a fun, hands-on activity—one that
can be affordably practiced almost anywhere with some
simple tools. Afterschool program spaces are filled to the
brim with fun things to measure. All you need are rulers,
measuring cups, and scales. 
 
This article by NAA explores how you can incorporate
measurement into your program!

 

Upcoming Events
 
SAC Credential Registration Open, Buffalo 
Having a School-Age Care Credential can help you become a Site Director. Registration is now
open for all those interested in the SAC Prep Course in Buffalo. Classes begin March 27th! Register
now! 
 
3/18- 3/21: National Afterschool Association Annual Convention, Georgia 
The NAA will be hosting their four day annual national convention in Atlanta, Georgia. This year's
convention is titled "Lead the Charge" and is expected to attract about 2,000 afterschool providers.
Attendees will participate in networking, learning, and inspiration: special events, workshops, daily
keynotes, and an interactive Learning Expo all designed to meet the needs of the developing
professionals and emerging and current leaders of afterschool. To learn more about the convention
and to register, please click here.  
 
3/21: Webinar: Afterschool Meals Fuel Enrichment - How Schools and Afterschool Programs
can Nourish Kids Beyond the School Day
In this webinar, you will hear from two current CACFP sponsors, including a school food director
who moved from serving afterschool snacks through the National School Lunch Program to serving
complete meals through CACFP, and a Boys and Girls Club CEO who has expanded their
afterschool meal service to provide suppers and snacks for neighboring programs. You will also
hear from a NYS Department of Health public health nutritionist who will review the basics of
CACFP’s afterschool meals component, including eligibility criteria, meal requirements, and how to
apply. To register and for more information please click here!
 
3/21: Attention, please! Why is it so hard to focus and what can we do about this?:Webinar
In this webinar by Jutta Dotterweich from ACT for Youth and Cornell University, you will take a look
at what research says about attention and focus. You'll explore what is going on in the young brain,
and examine what we know about the impact of digital technology on concentration. You will also
discuss what we as youth work professionals can do to strengthen young people’s ability to focus.
This weibnar will take place 3/21 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM. To register, click here!
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3/23: School-Age Leadership Summit, Buffalo 
Child Care Resource Network is happy to announce the first annual School-Age Leadership
Summit. The theme of the summit is, “Building a Culture of Communication,” with the intent of
helping directors build systems of effective communication among staff, families, and children.
During the event there will be a panel discussion to provide participants with an opportunity to hear
from leaders in the field and share their successes, challenges, and strategies related to
communication. To purchase tickets and for more information, please click here! 
 
3/29: SciGirls Connect with WMHT Public Media/PBS, Capital Region
Join Jenn Baumstein, SciGirls Connect Trainer, and Director of Community Engagement for WMHT
Public Media, for a FREE SciGirls PD. Learn about the myriad of ways in which SciGirls can be
used in your classroom or library to encourage STEM-based learning for all students, not just girls!
Explore the SciGirls Seven, and practice some of the activities created by the SciGirls
team. Register here! 
 
4/11: MOST General Body Meeting, Wayne County 
Join Wayne County M.O.S.T for their General Body Meeting at the Cornell Cooperative  Extension
of Wayne County from 9 am- 12 pm. 
 

                          
4/13-4/14: Network for Youth Success 2018 Conference, Saratoga 
Registration for our Annual Conference is now open! This year we will be offering our first ever
Executive Director track. Click here to reserve your tickets! More information and a draft of the
brochure can be found here. Space is limited, so sign up now! 
 
4/17: How to Take Care of YOU: Building Your Bounce, Free Webinar 
In this webinar, learn how to take care of YOU so you can better take care of the children whose
lives you touch. This webinar will help adults reflect on their own resilience and explore ways to
"build your bounce" through simple, easy-to-use strategies. The importance of staff wellness is
clear. Join co-author of Building Your Bounce: Simple Strategies for a Resilient You, Nefertiti Bruce
Poyner, Ed.D., as she shares her insights on this very important and timely topic! To register for this
webinar and for more information, click here. 
 
4/18-4/20: Ready by 21 National Meeting, Florida 
Every year, the Ready by 21 National Meeting brings together more than 500 local, state, and
national leaders who like you, are committed to improving partnerships, policies, and practices for
children and youth. Their 7th Annual National Meeting will be held in Palm Beach County, Florida
and will feature plenty of engaging and exciting sessions. For more information and to register,
please follow this link. 
 
4/21: National Child Nutrition Conference  
The National Child Nutrition Conference will be held in San Antonio, Texas this year. The National
Child Nutrition Conference is the premier national conference for the Child and Adult Care Food
Program community and home of the USDA requested Summer Food Program training. Click
here for more information or to register. 
 
4/26: Free Playground Safety Training, Capital Region 
CRELO is offering this training for free from 7 pm to 8:30 pm on 4/26 at the Southern Saratoga
Branch of the Capital District YMCA.  Almost two thirds of nonfatal injuries related to playground
equipment occur on public playgrounds. As school-age professionals, we are responsible for
keeping our children safe during outdoor time. Come to this workshop to learn how to properly
supervise children on and around playground equipment, how to keep children engaged, and how
to identify risk factors. Register here! 
 
5/1-5/4: BOOST Conference, California 
The BOOST Conference, organized by the BOOST Collaborative, will take place May 1-4, 2018 at
the Palm Springs Convention Center in Palm Springs, California. More information and tickets can
be found here.  
 
5/10: Teaching Engineering in New York, Capital Region 
WMHT Public Media is offering a free professional development workshop for teachers in grades 3
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– 5, as part of the Teaching Engineering in New York project. This workshop and accompanying
Teaching Engineering in New York resources are designed to help teachers incorporate engineering
concepts and skills into science lessons and address the new New York State science
standards. Both workshops qualify for CTLE hours. Follow this link for more info and to register! 
 
7/29-7/31: New York STEM Education Collaborative 2018 Conference
STEM educators, save the date for a summer conference! The New York STEM Education
Collaborative wants you to present and attend their 2018 conference! This organization unites state
teacher associations in science, math, engineering, technology, and related fields in one
conference. Come to Alfred, NY July 29th to 31st to connect with educators, businesses, and
leaders from around the state who want to improve STEM education. The conference committee is
now accepting presntation proposals! More details can be found here!
 
11/10: Rochester Training Institute, Rochester  
Save the Date! Our Rochester Training Institute will take place Saturday, November 10th, 2018. 
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