
 

Advantage After School: Fund and Foster Student Development 
 

Every child deserves a chance to reach their full potential. Afterschool programs support and expand 
upon school day learning and social-emotional development, closing both the achievement gap and the 
opportunity gap. Greater access to high-quality learning opportunities outside of the school day will help 
ensure New York’s children are prepared for the growing demands of the American workforce.  
 
More quality afterschool and summer programs are needed across New York State. 1.1 million children 
are still in need of access to high-quality afterschool programs.  
 
85% of New York parents support public funding for afterschool programs.  

 
Appropriate $32.8 million to the Advantage After School Program by maintaining the current 
appropriation of $22.3 million and investing an additional $10.5 million. 
• Increase Advantage After School funding to serve 20,000 participants, the peak number funded in 
2007-2008 (+ $5.9 million) 

o Peak funding was $28.2 million and current funding is $22.3 million 
• Increase allotment rates to $1,600 per student to account for the increase to the minimum wage and 
maintain consistency with other state funding streams (+ $4.6 million) 

o Advantage After School currently funds each student at $1,375, a level already too low to 
meet quality standards without additional sources of funding. With increases to the minimum 
wage beginning December 1, 2016, providers will be even further constrained and may be 
unable to offer the same program activities in the coming years. Increasing the per student 
rate to $1,600 will also align Advantage with Extended School Day. 

 
The Need for Additional Afterschool Funding 

 
• Every recent competition for afterschool funding has left three out of four applicants unfunded. 
Unfunded, but qualified, applications for the 2014 round of Advantage After School funding totaled over 
$31 million; the 2012 round totaled almost $48 million. 
 
• New York families pay an average of $11,352 per child for child care centers after school. However, 
New York State can fund high-quality afterschool programs for only $1,600 per child.  
 
• New York’s existing afterschool programs serve urban, suburban, and rural communities. Children in 
every community need a safe, educational place to go after the school day ends. 
 
• Afterschool programs are key components of community schools strategies with 90% of community 
schools nationwide incorporating afterschool programming.  
 
• High-quality afterschool programs have been shown to increase student engagement, increase 
attendance, improve test scores, support students’ social-emotional development, provide career 
exploration opportunities, and reduce negative behaviors.  
 
• The Rose Institute at Claremont McKenna College found that, on average, taxpayers receive a 
return of $3 for every dollar invested in afterschool programming. Additionally, if the benefits from crime 
reduction were to be factored in, the return would be closer to $8-$12.   

 



 

 
Public Funding History for Expanded Learning 

 
 

 
 
The graph above shows the drop-off in public funding for expanded learning programs in New York, 
which includes Advantage After School, 21st Century Community Learning Centers, Extended School 
Day/School Violence Prevention, and the Youth Development Program. While the state, and most of the 
country, has recovered from the recession of 2008, public funding for expanded learning opportunities, 
including afterschool programs, has yet to see a restoration to pre-recession levels. 
 
Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Funding: 
 

State Funding: 
 

• Advantage After School Programs were appropriated at $22.3 million 
 

• Extended School Day/School Violence Prevention (ESD/SVP) was appropriated at $24.3 million  
 

• Youth Development Programs (YDP) were appropriated at $15.4 million  
 

Federal Funding: 
• 21st Century Community Learning Centers was appropriated at $87.5 million 

 
For more information, contact Chris Neitzey at chris@networkforyouthsuccess.org or (518)486-8557. 
 

The mission of the New York State Network for Youth Success is to strengthen the capacity and 
commitment of communities, programs, and professionals to increase access to high-quality programs 
and services beyond the traditional classroom. 
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