
The New York State Aft erschool Network (NYSAN), a public-private partnership of youth development 
and educati on organizati ons and agencies, proposes that every child in New York State should have 

access to opportuniti es that create a seamless learning day, in and out of school, every day, all year long.  
Schools and community partners must work together to ensure the availability of high-quality programs 

and services for children in a variety of setti  ngs.

Expanded Learning Opportuniti es (ELOs) include high-quality aft erschool and summer learning programs in 
school and community setti  ngs.  They also include extended day and year programs that focus on reshaping 
where, when, and how learning occurs by providing more – and diff erent – learning and youth development 
opportuniti es. 

Therefore, high-quality ELOs:
» Provide suffi  cient ti me for meaningful, acti ve, and collaborati ve learning
» Ensure quality by uti lizing evidence-based practi ces
» Tap into the experti se of community partners
»  Focus on results that measure desired youth and program outcomes
» Provide enrichment and accelerati on opportuniti es
» Employ principles of positi ve youth development to provide opportuniti es for social and emoti onal 
development, leadership, and improved health and wellness

Current educati onal experiences do not fully meet all students’ learning needs and interests, especially for 
disengaged students who are most at-risk for dropping out of school.  ELOs supplement and complement 
rich school day learning.  They provide venues for students to apply and expand their learning through 
opportuniti es that are experienti al and teamwork-based, support social and emoti onal development, and/or 
develop problem-solving and leadership skills.  

The public is looking for responsive leadership, especially in a policy and funding context where resources 
are scarce while the demand and need for core services for children and families conti nue to grow, 
parti cularly for New York State’s most vulnerable populati ons.  High-quality aft erschool and expanded 
learning programs are as necessary to the well-being of children, families, and communiti es as the other 
elements of a comprehensive learning system.  

Leaders who support afterschool programs and other ELOs understand that:

» Communiti es that take collecti ve responsibility for children’s well-being are more likely to get desired 
outcomes for kids, schools, and communiti es.  
» Strengthening this system of primary services is a wise public investment and preventi ve measure 
that minimizes interventi ons necessary to address problems later in school and life.  
» Aft erschool programs and the services they provide are key strategies to promote educati onal 
achievement and att ainment.  
» There is overwhelming public support for these services: recent survey data show that 93% of 

adults surveyed strongly support aft erschool programs, and 86% support public funding for them.  

Expanded Learning Opportuniti es: 
A Guide for Policymakers



High-quality afterschool programs and 
other ELOs provide broad social, 
educational, economic, community, and 
workforce benefi ts.  For example, they:

SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS through acti viti es that 
strengthen academic and social skills, foster confi dence and 
higher educati onal and career aspirati ons, and keep kids 
engaged in school and on track to graduati on.  

» Impacts include increased high school graduation rates, 
resulting in increased lifetime earnings for graduates, 
higher tax contributions for government, and savings to 
taxpayers through reduced interventions later in life.

PROMOTE HEALTHY YOUTH DEVELOPMENT through health 
educati on, opportuniti es to engage in positi ve physical 
acti vity, and experiences that develop the ability to make 
healthy choices that are essenti al for success in school, 
work, and life.  

» Impacts include decreased obesity rates, improved 
nutriti on for children and youth, and less hunger 
insecurity for kids and their families.

PROVIDE SUPPORTS TO THE CURRENT WORKFORCE that 
supply the invaluable child care functi on that working 
families need.  

» Impacts include helping parents balance work and 
family life by ensuring safe and enriching experiences for 
children while parents are at work.

DECREASE RISKͳTAKING AMONG YOUTH by reducing 
opportuniti es for youth to engage in negati ve behaviors.  
Unsupervised youth are signifi cantly more at-risk between 
the hours of 3PM and 6PM than those who parti cipate in 
high-quality programs.

» Impacts include reducti ons in the incidence of 
unsupervised teens engaging in alcohol, tobacco, or drug 
use, sexual acti vity, and/or interacti ons with the criminal 
justi ce system (as perpetrators or victi ms).

DEVELOP THE FUTURE WORKFORCE through service, 
skill-building, early employment, or internship 
opportuniti es for older youth, which facilitates their 
leadership development as many such opportuniti es involve 
working with and mentoring younger children.  

» Impacts include acquiring communication and 
problem-solving skills essential for future success in 
college and work, as well as higher levels of self-esteem, 
educational aspirations, and commitments to school and 
community.

We urge policy leaders and 
decision-makers to join us in working 
toward a youth-services system that:

Values afterschool programs and other ELOs as primary 
services: 
 » A shared commitment to and accountability for 

supporting children, families, and communities must 
include afterschool programs and other ELOs that 
provide youth development, enrichment, and academic 
opportunities for children while meeting the child care 
needs of working families.

Recognizes the demand for programs beyond the 
classroom: 
 » The public overwhelmingly supports the value and 

impact of afterschool programs and other ELOs.  Voters 
understand the need for enriching programs for children 
and safe child care options for working families.

Establishes afterschool programs and other ELOs as 
policy priorities:  
 » Funding and policy commitments and investments 

that expand the availability of, and access to, afterschool 
programs and other ELOs are essential to strengthening 
the system statewide.

Ensures access to a range of programs and services for 
youth: 
 »  All children in New York State deserve access to a 

comprehensive system of services that includes high-
quality afterschool programs and other ELOs, including 
summer learning experiences, leadership and citizenship 
development, and career and college readiness 
initiatives.

Supports the afterschool and ELO workforce: 
 » Training, professional development, and program 

quality initiatives will help ensure high-quality services 
and programming for children and maximize the impact 
of public investments.

Encourages collaboration and facilitates coordination 
across sectors and agencies: 
 » The afterschool and ELO system must work with a 

full range of child-serving agencies and systems toward 
common goals.  These include public education, early 
care and education, child welfare, youth employment, 
juvenile justice, mental health, and health agencies.

For more informati on, 
please visit: www.nysan.org



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


